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ADMINISTRATIVE 

On April 19, 196S , the YftPhiagton Field Office 
initiated a check of files cf the Passport Office, United 
States Department of State, concern lag- JAMES EARL RAY, 
and nothing identifiable with RAT was located, A further 
check is underway at the Wash! ngtta. National Record Center 
at Suitland, Maryland, in retired passport files. 

In order to cover the possibility that subject 
RAY may have recently been issued a passport and the 

b&d r,ot been received* in Washington,.®® 
Pas-sport Office, &ent a teletype message 
to all passport agencies. The Passport Office in 
Honolulu was checked tele phobic-ally '■with negative results. 
On April 19, 1968, Mr. ROBERT B. JOHNSON, Ac-tine Director , 
Passport Office, telephonic-ally advised 
that all passport agencies had tel -“typed Washington that 
their records are negative concerning RAY. 

Mr. JOHNSON further advised that he had issued 
instructions whereby the Duty Officer of the Passport 
Office was alerted concerning RAY’ and £&• -tr uc t ions were 
made to all passport agenr i «& to refer immediately to the 
nearest FBI office any inf creation coacer nimg RAY and his 
intended travel. 
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The period cf this report precedes the last period date 
of the last report, as this report contains investigation which 
for reasons of brevity were rot included in the last 
report. 

Leads for other offices continue tc be set out 
by more expeditious unite than by report , and it would 
serve no purpose to list such leads in this report. 

It should be noted that in the interviews 
with persons who. were at .fix's Grill, 41 S South Main 
Street, on the night of 4 / 4 /c S at about the time of the 
murder, they report seeing a. whiter- Mua tang parked almost 
in front of Jim's Grill. The owner of this Mustang has 
not been located and has not voluntarily come forth. 

It is not believed that this,' Fits tang is pertinent to this 
investigation and should not confused with the Mustang 
that was parked just south of Can ip® Amusement- Company, 

424 South Main Street, in vhdr.h car it is believed the 
subject fled from the scene. Tfee crime scene diagram 
on page 4 of referenced report indicates the 

positions, or what is believed tc- be the approximate 
positions, of the two- white Mustangs as mentioned above. 

INFORMANTS 


All offices have be en r ©^nested to maintain 
contact in this matter with crlwical, security, and 
racial informants. 

The Memphis Office has Maintained! contact with 
informants , none of who®, have been able t® furnish any 
positive information regard! sag tbe subject o-r his 
whereabouts . 
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Will continue efforts to locate the subject. 
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Report of: SA JOE C. HESTER 

Dai e: April 30, 1968 

Tel 6 Office File No.: ME 44-1987 

Otis: JAMES EARL RAY; 

Dr. MARTIN LUTKER KING, JR. 


Off; CC. Memphis 


Bureau File No.: 4 4-38861 


- V SOT USE 


Character: CIVIL RIGHTS CONSPIRACY: 

UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID CONFINEMENT 


ROBBERY 


Photographs of subject RAY exhibited to persons at rooming 
house, 422^> South Main Street, Memphis; to persons at 
Rebel Motel, Memphis, and to clerk at Oliver Rexall Drug 
?^ 0r fj^ Wbiteh%ven ’ Tennessee, wltLoat effecting a positive 
iaentif icat i on . Salesman at York Arms, Memphis, who 
inlo b * nocu * ars indicated eC’uId not positively identify 
1968 photograph of JAMBS EARL RAT as binocular purchaser 
• eve * that photograph .1-* identical with purchaser. 
Additional interviews with .©veupants of Lorraine Motel 
. set out, including interviews with Mrs. GEORGIA M. DAVIS 
. and Mrs. LUCRFITA B. WARD, who describe activities immediately 
prior to murder. Persons who were at Jim’s Grill, 418 
South. Main Street , -Memphis , 6a 4/4/68 interviewed. Infor- 
mation regarding emergency room treatment of victim KING 
set forth. Information regardiiLg Alabama driver’s license 
and automobile registration in the name of, ERIC STARVO 
GALT set fc|-th. Former geanagwr, Continental Dance Studio, 

New °r lea ns, Louisiana, located unable to recall that 
f!i i* 4 C * a tt^nded this school in New Orleans. Laboratory 
findings set forth regarding evidence located at Memphis. 
Latent f ingerprists fourd on the Remington Model 760 rifle, 
on the telescopic sight, ©;* tho binoculars, on the newspaper, 
on the after-shave lotion bottle, sad ©n the Scb litis beer 
can have ^ j eea iien t i f led with the fingerprints of the 
subject. . former jallnate at Missouri State 

Penitentiary , inter viewed. Additional persons who resided 
Economy Rooming Hcu&e, 26C?8 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, 
located and interviewed, wl lb negative results. Memphis 
U ty Engineer measured dig i a yew f r r .s fc.ere shot fired to 
where victim sf ruek~as 2€‘7 feet. IK VIEW OF THE CRIME FOR 


WHICH SUBJECT BE IK 

JSQ DaKCTEr O'UST 


8G' t jG i 


W^CTslDWED^RMElf 


This dccumeri' contain* neither recoinmendMion* nor ccnriu^.-.riE <f the /‘I ; j* ; t *v 

1L-. corJentj nr» no; u_. bt «i r .-'..ub, o;/.,-. ,• 


•oi c Tiy of the FBI and is leaned to j T our agency; It and 
ur agency. . 



FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 


FEDERAL "BURe/u OF INVESTIGATION 


April 25, 1968 


. Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, I960, 

and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis on 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mr, CHARLIE QUITMAN STEPHENS 

6B ' Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee/ 

STEPHENS said the 1955 and I960 photographs of RAY were not 

nli ar t0 but he advis '* d the 1966 profile photograph 

of RAY appearing in Wanted Flyer 442-A, April 19, 1968? and 
Identification Order 4182 dated April 20, 1968, locked like 
the man he saw in Apartment SB on April 4. 1968 talking 

^^ t ? ES ? IE ^ RE ! ER - 8TEPBE "S «*< only saw the man'I ° 
profile in the. boarding house and as a result could only sav 
the profile photograph of RAY in 1966 looked very much like 
the above mentioned man in Room 5B. 

STEPHENS said he had never seen the bedspread or 
any^sirailar bedspread either at the rooming house or anywhere 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


>ril 25. 1968 


Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis, 
Tennessee, April 4, 2968, were shown to Mr. WILLIAM CHARLES 
ANSCHUTZ, Apartment 4B, 422* South Main Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee, He advised none of the men in the photographs 
were familiar to him and that he would not be able to 
identify the man he saw running down the hall on April 4, 
1968, in the late afternoon aft-r hearing the noise which he 
thought was a -shot, as the man was covering his face with 
his arm as he ran down the hall. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES GATiON 


1 


Date 


April 25, 1968 


Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis, April 4, 
1968, were shown to Mrs. BESSIE RUTH BREWER, Room No. 2, 

422^ South Main Street. Memphis, Tennessee. She said she 
had looked at the bedspread on April 4, 1968, when it was 
displayed to her after being recovered by the Memphis Police. 
She said the bedspread did not come from her rooming house 
and in fact she had never seen one like it before in her 
life. Mrs. BREWER said none of the men in the photographs 
shown her were familiar to her. She further advised that 
she did not believe she would r cognize the roan using the 
name JOHN WILLARD if he were -to "walk up aDd say hello to 
me right now." She said she did not look at the man 
called WILLARD "squarely in the face" and as a result, does 
not think she will be able to identify him. 
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FEDERAL^ BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


April 25, 1968 


. Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 

1 ° f the bed& P reatI recovered at Memphis, Tennessee, 

aooI * 4 \l 9 l 8 ’. WCre Sh ° wn to BERTIE L, REEVES, Apartment 3, 
423$ Sooth Mam Street, .Memphis, Tennessee. Be advised none 
of the men m the photographs %ere familiar to him and that 
he had never seen the bedspread or any bedspread similar to it. 
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FEDERAL [BUREAU 0^ INVESTIGATION 


Date April 25, 1968 


Mr. FRANK BREWER, Room No. 2, 422^ South Main 
Street, Memphis, Tennessee, advised he never saw the man 
registered as JOHN WILLARD at the boarding house. 

Photographs of JAMES. EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis on 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mr. BREWER, and he advised none 
of the men in the photographs were familiar to him. He 
also stated be had never seen the bedspread or any bedspread 
similar to it. 
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FEDERAL- BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date April 25 , 1968 


Mrs. CHARLIE STEPHENS, Apartment 6B, 422^ South 
Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, advised she never saw the 
man registered into Room 5B on April 4, 1968. as she was 
sick in bed that entire week. 

Ph0t0graphS ° f JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis on 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mrs. STEPHENS, and she advised 
none of the men in the photographs were familiar to her. She 
also stated she had never seen the bedspread or any 
bedspread similar to it before. 
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Various photographs of ERIC S. GALT were shown to 
t h^ oncwlM ^dlvidyU s on April 18, 1968, by SA’s #g| 
■fesssar and t Memphis, Tennessee: 

BESSIE BREWER, 422?; South Main Street; 

FRANK BREWER, 422^ South Main Street; 

CHARLES STEPHENS, 422| South Main Street; 

ANNA CHRISTINE KELLY, Manager, Rebel Motel, 

3466 Lamar Avenue; 

HENRIETTA HAGEMASTER, Desk Clerk, Rebel Motel, 

3466 Lamar Avenue; 

VICTOR DUPRET, owner, Rebel Motel, 3466 Lamar 
Avenue; 

SARA LOVING, maid, Rebel Motel, 3466 Lamar Avenue; 
SADIE MC KAY, maid, Rebel Motel, 3466 Lamar Avenue. 

The above individuals stated that the photographs 
shown to them of ERIC S. GALT do not in any way look familiar 
to them. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


x Date 4/17/68 

Anc » iw WAL p- R LANE Bailey, Owner, Lorraine Hotel-Motel. 

406 Mulberry Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, advised that a check 
of his records reflected the following named persons as 
having been registered into his motel on either April 3 or 
April 4, 1968, or both dates: 

1) GERALD HARRELL 
Room No. 10 

on April 3^ ^ 1968 

New Orleans, Louisiana 

2) JAMES LEWIS 
Room No. 11 

on -April 3-4 f 1 ^ 

Memph i s , "fen r , e s see 

3) M, JACKSON 

Room No. 12 

on April 3, 1968 
no address given 

4) R . ROGERS 

Room No. 200 

. on April 3, 1968 

no address' given 

5) WILLIE WILLIAM 
Room No. 201 

on April 3, 1968^ 

Atlanta, Georgia 

6 ) R. B. COTTONREADER 

Room No. 202 

on April 3 .1^68 
address: 

Marks, Mississippi 


)n 4 /11/68 a( _Me»^hisj_Tennessee 
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TOE IE WYNN 
Room No. 204 
on April 

Columbus, Georg j a 
BERNARD LEE 

Room No. 206 (on April 3, 1968) 
Room No. 968) 

A 1 i a n t a , Ck?. org i. a - 

TRACY WRIGHT 
Room No. 208 
on April 3-4, 1968 
no address given 

ANDREW YOUNG 
Room No. 209 
on April ^4^968 ^^ 

A 1 1 a n is. , '0- rrp t « 

JOHN W) LLIAK 
Room No. 210 
on April 

Atlanta, Georgia 

WARREN LARDSQN 

Room No. 211 

on April , 

Dayton, Ohio 

EUGENE COURTNEY 
Room No. 212 
on April 3-4, 1968 
no address given 

W1LUAM MAiONEY 
Room No. 301 
on ^Apri 1 3-^4^1968 

Atlanta, t-ri-ipia 
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P. A. RANCE 

Room No. 303 (on April 3, 1968) 
Room No. 200 (on April 4, 1968) 
no address given 

JAMES ORANGE 
Room No. 304 
on April 

Atlanta, Georgia 

JESSIE JACKSON 
Room No. 305 
on April 

Chicago, Illinois 

MARTIN KING 
Room No. 306 
on April 3-4, 196 8 

Georgia 

RALPH ABERNATHY 
Room No. 306 

Atlanta, Georgia 

DOROTHY COTTON 
Room No . 307 
on April 

Atlanta, Georgia 

JAMES LOVE 

Room No. 308 

on Apri 1 3 ^^19 68 

Alexandria, Virginia 

JOSEPH L0UW 
Room No. 309 
on April 3~4^ 

New York, York 


33 
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CHARLES BALLARD 
' Room No . 310 
on April 3^^J^6 8 _ 

Atlanta, Georgia 


STERLING TUCKER 
Room No. 311 
on April 3-4* 

Washington, D. C. 

Reverend SAMUEL KYLES 
Room No. 312 
•on April 

Memphis, Tennessee 

JEAN SMITH 
Room No. 314 
on April 3-4, 1968 •' 
no address given 

MA BELLE HENDRICKS 
Room No. 315 

on April 3-4. 1968 _ ___ 

| Atlanta, Georgia 

JAMES WELDON 
Room No. 316 
on April 

Atlanta, Georgia 

A. D. KING 

Room No. 201 

oh April 4, 1968 

address: Louisville, Kentucky 

OFFELIN RUTHERFORD 
Room No. 202 
on April ^^^1968 ^ ^ ^ 


Atlanta, Georgia 
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31) 


32) 


33) 


34) 


35) 


36) 


37) 


38) 


39 ) 


J. b; WILLIAMS 
Room No. 203 


on April 
address : 



Forrest City, Arkansas 


HENRY ANTHONY 
Room No. 206 


on April 
address : 


4 ^ 1^68 ^ 

Atlanta, Georgia 


BERNARD LAFAYETTE 
Room No. 206 


on April 
address : 


4, 1968 


Atlanta, Georgia 


C. A. DAVIS 
Room 207 

on April 4, 1968 

address: Louisville, Kentucky 


L. B. WARD 

Room No. 207 

on April 4, 1968 

address: Louisville, Kentucky 


HERMAN SWEAT 
Room No. 214 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 


1 

i 


EARL CALDWELL 
Room No. 215 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 


JOHN HALL 
Room No. 1 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

S. MC COLLOUGH 
Room No . 12 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 

Chicago, 
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Reverend KYLES r-*c-.».l>-d Dr.. KING actually 

returned to Memphis or) We«f&*v.a •«, m -.m rug £ April 3, 1968, 
with several oi his sta.fi asr-oc ia';*- ~ including the Vice 

President ol SCLC, Reverend PA, PH jd. AB*&b’A?HY and his 

administrative assistant PKEtARO LEE, They all checked into 
the Lorraine Hotel, and Motel , 4 -,>6 M M bCi~r y Street . Memphis, 

and actually KYLES had rente.:? :• i»o»« for sr-me oi the SCLC * 

staff members under his ns. nr* t He pointed out that actually 
he was registered in Hoots 312 oi the Lorraine Motel as of 
April 3, 1968, although he d id not physically occupy this 
room and did not now recall the exact SCLC individual who 
occupied Boom 332. He recalled that Dr. KING occupied 
Room 306, as did Reyerersd RALPH D. ABERNATHY. 

He recalled that Dr. KINO and his staff remained 
in Memphis on the nig hi of Apr u 3, 1968, and also remained 
in Memphis on April 4, 1968 r Li addition, he pointed out 
that there had been widespread publicity m not only the 
Memphis news media, including the two daily white newspapers, 
but also on virtually all of the radio and television stations 
concerning the presence of Ey, KING and his staff in Memphis 
and of the fact that they wrv staying at the Lorraine Motel, 
He stated he could not recall the specific radio broadcast 
but there was at least one broadcast , possibly more, which 
even gave the room, number, nan-el y Hoorn 306, in which Dr. KING 
was sta'ying in Menrphis-, and thu-t this information was readily 
available to anyone who tended to rus,d the newspaper or took 
the time to .listen to the radio nc »-•? broadcasts,, In other 
words, he sa|d it. was no .setr-f r s,s to where Dr, KING was 
staying. 


Rev e re nd KYLE S re c all 
to the Lorraine Motel at approx 
.1968, and recalled that the 0;w- 
a singing group oi the SCLC, w» 
rooms in the motel, thvs group 
former music teacher ol Memphis 
this group and they all sang v,-. 
until approximately 5 p ,r, A", 

went to Room 306 of the Lor rv. :r> 
Dr . MAR J- IN Lin HER K INC , JR. , ar, 
He pointed out that he had ear] 
Reverend ABERNATHY to his hoxt 
a ’’soul dinner” on the evening 


«,-d that he personally went 
iHw tely 3:30 p.m. on April 4, 
ration, Rreadbasket band, 

•' rt he-ars mg in one of the 
l*.-- iag led by EEN BRANCH, a 
, Tennessee . KYLES joined 
r.iouc hy was and SCLC songs 
this points Reverend KYLES 
e- Motel to visit, with * 

d Reverend RALPH I»„ ABERNATHY. 


KING and 


f.'v 


of April 4, 1968, pointing out 
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that Dr « KING and E?vf re ro feEN-NATH? both savored ''soul food," 
which would normally consist of neck boss-s , chitterlings, 
turnip greens and black-eyed peas, ard that his wife had 
consented to cook such & di -or- .!«::• Dr. KING and his group. 

He pointed out that both K IN G and ABERNATHY hid been reminded 
by him earlier that dinr-er v '■> •• to \ : at approx icxi tel y 6 p.m. 

He recalled thari during l be approximate period from 
5:30 p.m.- to 5:55 p.m., April 4, 1968, that Dr. KING, 

Reverend ABERNATHY and Revere a j KYLES sat and talked in 
Room 306 as Dr. KING and ABERNATHY dressed in preparation 
for the dinner appointment. -At a time estimated by KYLES 
as being 5:55 p.m., or thereabouts, Dr. KING walked out of 
Room 306 of the Lorraine Motel, the door of which faces 
west and overlooks a swimmir.g pool and parking area onto 
Mulberry Street, which is a narrow north-south street in 
Memphis. Dr. KING'S room, was on the second floor and 

as one walks out of the room tfr-re is a balcony and walkway 
area, the balcony having an iron rail approximately three 
feet high to keep one from la;, ling off the balcony. Dr. KING, 
KYLES recalled y stood or. the, hr: i cony and was speaking with 
various people standing in ite parking area of the motel 
directly beneath him. One of the persons with whom Dr. KING 
was speaking was Reverend JESSE JACKSON, an SCLC staff member 
from Chicago, Illinois. KYLES recalled leaving Room 306 and 
going out and talking.. with Dr KING, telling him not to 
bring too many people to his house or there would not be 
enough food to satisfy all cf them. KYLES also recalled 
that SOLOMON JONES, a local N^grc who works for one of the 
funeral hoines, had been Dr. KING'S chauffeur while in Memphis 
and that KING may have made some comment to JONES about getting 
the car ready for their trip to the KYLES residence. 

Reverend KYLES also recalled that at about this 
period of time Reverend ABERNATHY had applied shaving cream 
to his face preparing to take a quick shave before departing 
to dinner and that KYLES and KING were standing side by 
side on the balcony and be a] so recalled that KING spoke 
to CHAUNCEY' ESKRIDGE who is an attorney for SCLC and who 
was in Memphis with the SCLC r-fcaff . 
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Others recalled tv K17JS3 teir.e on the ormmW 
level v it h in viewing and list- nirg distance of Dr KING 

« « w recentl y been living ir Chicago, and several 
young Negroes, names not recalled who ha^ been hancrin 
around and supporting the saM^tion workers ^ 

cite^l e t°“.H tbSt he P' Jt **■«■ folk, inthe* 

u^ y r %^ B r^^: ,,n 1 u * d to * s ™ md KmG 

KYLE I 

th^oid Lorraine°Ho+ei Bor i* ° n th * b3lco “y walkway toward 
the ournnSr ^ ??r el P? r - i0r * °* the establishment for 

Da?kinr^ot f wl ttln ?, h 3 S C3r ’ vhich * 3s Parked on the 

north of ^Room's 06 whenlf f< OU J r h d ? or len * ths 

oufded sound . At f^sfhe S!«T“ lbl » 

the immediate area possibly* caused by\hJ backfi?in^ if 0 ” 

£\Z*? ibl L* W ° • «»S2&“5i?h 

. is^q exploded m the immediate vicinity. 


He ’* as next conscio 
BEVEL who had been -Standing c- 
runn ing to the motel area ost 
some unknown individual yrdli 
shot MARTINI" At this point ‘ 
back south toward the entrant 
conscious of seeing Br. KING 1, 
on the balcony floor with his 
facing upward, his feet parti 
grill work of the iron r&ilwa 
easterly direction toward the 
306. 


ms of seeing Reverend JAMES L 
r ' fl the ground north of Room 306 
ensibly for cover and recalled 
s\g in a loud voice, "They've 
turned around and looked 
e of Room 306 and was next 
s prone body. KING was resting 
back to the floor, his face 
ally protruding through the 
y, and his head headed in a south- 
passageway just south of Room 


vtno.o KYLES continued that be took a quick glance at 
KING s prone bodv afte v ' r-ea«- v - ■> r ~ giance at 

his neck *£ 

guns or gun wound, but he n.- Tor^.c.oush' i^liiod tha? the 
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noise which he had beard had ctoubtedl y been that of a 
gunshot which had voided 2>-. KING. He pointed out that 
KING’S eyes appeared to be ope? sr-d that he personally 
felt KING may still have be -- % 1 jve , Ke was rot conscious 
of anyone else rear KING *s hcciy at this t is*?- and pointed 
out that he went into a sta b- of ?? hock %iio r&r* rather 
hysterically into Foot* 3G6 vh~.re he attempted to use a ‘ 
telephone lor the purpose of rilling an ambulance . In 
the meantime, ABERNAT.iy had v .:••.• out of Room 306 with 
shaving cream still on hie f in an effort to see what 
had happened to Dr. KING. K^L-ES pointed out that in his 
confusion he was unable to pick up the phone properly to 
call the motel switchboard to ask for *,r, ambulance and 
recalled ABERNATHY running kick, into the room and telling 
him to settle down and gain his composure as everything 
would be all right. 

KYLES came back vn- of the room to the vicinity of 
KING'S body and was next cor clous of seeing several uniformed 
Memphis Police officers run- Log on fort toward the vicinity of 
KING’S body and recalled of them yelling. "What happened?" 

He stated that he rec a I y*- '5 ling at souse. of the police 

officers to call an ambu2»ir>c-v.- . He.- was next conscious of 
Reverend ABERNATHY leaning over KING'S prone body attempting 
to talk with KING or to get v-'*®e response from him and could 
recall hearing ABERNATHY say* "MARTIN, can you hear me?” 

Reverend KYLES rec -Ut-d running into Room 306 and 
grabbing up* a bedspread off one of the beds which he brought 
out to use to cover KING’S body. He recalled that a white 
male employee of the United States Justice Department, name 
not recalled, who had been staying at the motel brought a towel 
which someone held over the large gaping wound on the right 
side of KING’S face. 

within a few moments an ambulance arrived to take 
KING’S body to a hospital a„vJ he recalled that a JOSEPH 
LOW p an African who is a photographer and who was staying 
at the motel, took some picture*,? in the 1 mined is te vicinity 
and that many of the people vb,-> by this time had come to the 
balcony seemed to point ic*n J tiy-* west side of Mulberry 
where there is a thicket of r-u ah* 1 - - ar«i rmpty land bordered 
further on the west- fc-y the tack side of some old two-story 
brick buildings which 1 ace or vain Street and indicated in 

i ' 




i 
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their pointing and cowsats the shot probably came 

from that general direction. In other words, the shot 
came from the west toward the east. 

Thereafter, according to Reverend KYLES, an 
ambulance ctev took in. KING’S body to the St. Joseph 
Hospital. 

Reverend KYLES looked at a series of photographs 
which appeared in 'Life Magazine , ” issue of April 12, 1968, 
some of which were taken immediately after the shooting of 
Dr, KING and prior to the arrival of the ambulance and which 
depict Dr, KING'S prone body lying face up on the concrete 
walkway on the second floor balcony of the Lorraine Motel 
and taken by Photographer JOSEPH LObJW. He stated that the 
only people that he could identify by name in the early 
photographs prior to the arrival of the ambulance were 
Reverend ANDREW YOUNG of the SC.LC staff and some local 
unidentified Negroes who were apparently assisting in an 
effort to render immediate first aid to Dr. KING. Reverend 
KYLES pointed out that these, photographs must have been taken 
almost immediately following the shooting of Dr. KING because 
they do not show the be-dspre.-.d over KING’S body. 

He stated that very i? w people actually were 
cognizant of the fact that Dr . KING was to be s dinner guest 
at his home on the evening of April 4, 1968; that among the 
guests who had been invited to his recollection were Dr. KING 
his br other ,{ Reverend A. D. WILLIAMS KING, and two of the ’ 
latter’s companions, Mrs. LUKJE WARD and Mrs. GEORGIA M. DAVIS, 
both of Louisville, Kentucky;, and that Reverend ABERNATHY 
was to have been there, as wa,., CHAUNC-EY ESKRIDGE. He stated 
that Reverend ANDREW YOUNG and HO SEA WILLIAMS, both of the 
SCLC staff, were also to be his dinner guests on that 
evening. 

He stated that to his recollection there had been 
no publicity concerning the fact that KING and his small 
party were to be his dinner guests a.-;d that it appeared to 
be a mere coincidence that Dr. XING walked out in front of* 
the doorway of Room 306 and &. t oc-d there some four to five 
minutes prior to the time that he was shot. 


4/2 
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Reverend KYLES stated that had searched his 
memory during the intervening t is* subsequent to Dr. KING'S 
being shot and that at ?..o t i»." could he recall seeing 
anyone to the vest or r?orth*-s from which direction he 
is now convinced the shot He *** no one looking out 

any of the windows in the buildings facing Main Street, 
the rear entrances of which would have faced the Motel; 
and he saw no one on the ground below. 

Re stated that he talked with CEAUNCEY ESKRIDGE 
shortly after . the shooting ana th-xt ESKRIDGE who was on the 
ground level in the parking area, in front of the Motel 
stated that after the shot he t ESKJ* XDCE, had run west 
from the Motel to the middle c*l Mulberry Street but that 
he did not see anyone with any firearm either on the ground 
or in any of the buildings. Reverend KYLES recalled that 
SOLOMON JONES has been reported to have stated that he saw 
someone possibly with a white headpiece in the ground area 
just west of the west side of Mulbc-rry Street behind the 
bushes and possibly saw someone drop something in that 
area. 

Reverend KYLES stated that in fairness to JONES, 
JONES could not have seen the ground area which he fiad 
originally described because of the fact that there is a 
brick retaining wall which surrounds the swimming pool and 
that JONES would have been behind this wall when KING was 
shot and coujd not have seen behind the bushes on the 
west side of Mulberry Street a^ this wall is about eight feet 

4-all ” 


Reverend KYLES concluded that none of his 
acquaintances in the SCLC or other acquaintances in Memphis 
who have teen close to the Negro 'move roe nt can recall anything 
concerning any suspicious movements in the vicinity of the 
Lorraine Motel immediately preceding or during the time that 
Dr, KING was shot. 


43 
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LOYD JOWERS, o^rner, Ji 
Street , advised that at approx ic< 
April 4, 1968, he arrived at the 
back of a white Mustang that fat 
in front of his Grill, He state 
car had Mississippi license plat 
orange or orangish-yel low color, 
car he went into the Grill where 
bar having a meal. He stated th 
any strange customers in the Gri 
were local people of a steady na 
stranger as follows: 

Race : 

Sex : 

Height : 

Weight : 

Build: 

Age: 

Hair: 

Complexion: 

Dress: 


m's Grill, 418 South Main 
ateiy 3:55 p.m. on 
Grill, and parked directly in 
parked on the street directly 
d that he believed that the 
es on it because they were of an 
He stated that upon parking the 
he saw a stranger sitting at the 
at it was unusual for him to get 
11 since most of his customers 
ture, Mr. JOWERS described the 


White 

Male 

5 f 8" to 5 ' 9" 
160 pounds 
Heavy 


27 to 30 

Sandy 

Ruddy 

Wealing a dark suit, 


stated that the man finished his meal and left the 
Grill, and he could not notice in which direction he walked, 
but he did not get into the white Mustang, which was parked in 
front of the 


>t ge 
Gril 


Mr. JOWERS stated that this s 
fo the Grill at abou + 8:00 p,m, on Apri 
breakfast. Mr. JOWERS stated that in h 
individual acted strangely because be s 
everyone else at the Grill and in the a 
shooting. Ir. view of the fact that he 
acting s ‘range and also because be was 
Mr. JOWERS called the Police, and told 
_§_sjjsjpixip_us _na t ure^a t t he Gr i 1 1 , He Jb 

4 8 


n 4/5/68 

On 


Memphis, Tennessee 


ame individual returned 
1 5, 1968, and ordered 
is estimation, this 
eemed very calm when 
rea was excited over the 
felt the individual was 
a stranger in the area, 
them that he had a man of 
a id t hat when jhe_sjtr*ang e r 
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finished his breakfast, he left the Grill and was arrested 
on the sidewalk in front of the Grill by the Memphis Police 
Department . 


_ '*$&$**?*?' *** ^ Feticide Bureau, Memphis 

Police Depar tr.enjt , itW. r.i i i'5-d this arrested individual 

as GENE PEARSON CRA^TOFP, Jackson, 

Tennes&ee, who was d e t e r m i kvw d tc "Xavs had ejo part in the 
murder of Dr. MART IN LUTKER KIJJG, JR. 
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Mr. GILBERT STEPHEN 
HSUS#*. Meir.phis, Tennessee., % L : 

■* \ "-^P' 3 <• 


i?Tb - r Z' CUF F LBS , ^jjff 
? ed he is emplcved 




My Cg’RPLES siatsd. Lt l‘ft vo rk at approximately 5:03 p.m., 
drove his 1959 white Chevrolet Impala, and parked it immediately 
across the street from Jim's Criit located at 418 South Main 
Street,, Memphis, Tennessee, i«\s said he parked the car 
heading south and immeciately behi nd in the next available parking 
space to KENNY POSTER'S Cam ero e He said whan he parked his 
car he recalls seeing several cars parked across the street in 
the vicinity of the entrance to Tim's Grill. He said he recalls 
seeing JIMMY walker's white Fair lane Ford parked directly south 
of the fire hydrant located near the entrance of Jim's Grill 
and recalls seeing JOWERS ’ Cadillac located in the first parking 
space north of^the fire hydrant. He said JOWEPP operates Jim's 
CUPPLES stated he recalls seeing a white Mustang that 
could have been a 1967 or pcsvibXy 1968 model parked directiy 
in front of Jowers • Cadillac. V* said this Mustang had black wall 
tires and believes it had large hubcaps. He saidvhente entered 
Jim s Grill he walked behind C'OwERL ‘ Cadillac and, therefore, 
did not notice very many details of the Mustang. He said he 
does not recall the color oi tic interior of the Mustang 
and did not notice what licence- was on the Mustang. He said he 
got the impression the Mustang was dirty or not freshly washed. 

M£. CUPPLES stared ho was playing the pinball machine 
and the shuttle-board machine and that a great deal of noise 
was caused by these machines nr A the jukebox and, therefore, he 
did not hear what activity w**;.: occurring outside the grill. He 
stated sometime later he learned, at approximately 6s05 p.m. , 
a deputy sheriff came to the door of the grill and instructed 
everyone to stay inside the grill until further notice. He 
stated shortly thereafter he and others in the grill looked 
out the front window and he recr* 1 1 «. that the Mustang he 
had seen parked in front of JOWETS • Cadillac was gone. Mr. 

CUPPLES stated he did not see nnyc-r.e enter the Mustang or drive it 
_away. • 


L N' • LVsL- 1 -LiC Z4 
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Mr, CUPPLFS advised that after the deputy 
sheriff had told them to stay in the grill he believes it 
was a police officer that entered and told them all to write 
their names and addresses. on a piece of paper. He said it was 
not until then that he and others learned that MARTIN LUTHER 
KING had been shot. He stated he did not hear a shot that was 
fired. 

Mr. CUPPLES advised he cannot furnish any additional 
information concerning activity in this area. 
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Mr. DAVID K. WOOD 
employ eed vi 
I Memphis, Tennessee, a 


advised 


Mr • ^°° D aivis^ed he left work at approximately 5:00 
at dip S 4r talked alert- to Jim’s Gri 11, located 

Street to^uth'S " trSS ^ Kero F b he caid he walked down Huling 
h * n and cro3S * d : *o”5t>» Kiio diagonally toward 
Jim s Grill Bt sad he would eat iisate it was approximately 

vas 5 nark^d h f W t lk ? d in t of a Mustang automobile which 

was parked to Jim’s Grill. He explained there is a fire 

entrant " % side of South Main Street very close to the 

of fS ni” & Gr \ &tKA ' ed inw^diately to the north 

JjL ire plug was parked a white h',aill,c that is owned by 

£adi?Vio ?I lU ” He i^diately in front of this 

CdiUac, which would be the second space north of the fire pluq 

and K?® *-? - MuStang - Ke 5tated he is Miliar with Mustangs ' 
and knows this^was a Mustang automobile. Re said he felt that 

waihJT K Whi t® that appeared to be dirty and not recently 

tires d ’hn? e bA a ^ tbl J car , did have hubcaps r had black 
Si ? f ad n °^ notlce ‘-h* interior of the car. He said 

no front°i • lDOlC at , tbo lic ' er6 '*r but glanced down and there was 
tiJr-l 1.1 cense plate. He said also he noticed in the window 

he d V* aS ?° C3t %. of Memphis sticker in this window. He said 
he does not retail that anything else was hanging from 
hangers or the rear view mirror of this car. 

n1a . nrt . W ° 0D stated he entered Jim’s Grill and began 

nr -^1 g i e ^ rd and P inba11 machine located inside the 

" OOD t^Plamed the shuffle beard is located in the 
c ? rn ® r of building and that it is close 

wa« t ?«+ fr ° n J *f 1 ? dow . of ^im's Grill. He stated, however, he 

and did^ot^onv 11 P J a ?i n9 board and the pinball machine 

and did not look out the window while he was plaving either 

. H * add * d ' however, it is possible he may have looked 

?n\io «r ind f W * bu t stated he does not recall seeing any activity 

£ tt! Su^ g ?°* dld ” e in the « «*• a„a/ 
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outside on thj street ^*SM V i ty 

ver^L«??efS:i. r ‘| o :irf^-:„ to ;; *> }; th. grill until they 

ev r ; r “rii ?r r O'.^' » . I'.=,^d ifr&rzsvs?* 

WOOD stated thtt P afnr*th- t d^ 1 -*^ t 1 "^ e t ?a* e from enterihg. 
Pinball and shuffle board and ioa&^I^.SS^aFaSP 

the whit«*5Sita?g*that had°been"” 2JV* C ? tlC * 5 at that time 

wa3 gone. Ke added he recai 'll ' t hat £ he T ?J iU 

KM.KER was parked just south of the fS Xg Sd that S 

automobile ? 3 “? Coln Continental 

Rambler and added there v A he p ?^d i^nAf 

M^ ler He°sSl th f 7 inf -««-?ic.n of SuHnS anl south 

cars packed on this streets ^ 

front of Jim"s Srill. theta V ' 3S a Kostan S parked in 

drive away in ^h^Mustang^ni h^r^c Jot Jecall Tel** ^ 

?i7!i n ?r°ll Ca / r ? ing a *«*»** in t'he'ta^dufe iilfSit? o? yone 
Jim s Grill during the time he in «*•. Gri i Clnlty of 
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^9^ K emp hi. 3 r Tfenn** see 


Mr .FOSTER acv’i ?^n >,.»■> i*;ir vork at approximately 
5 ‘00 p.m. , w i th BILLY HOARD , pi eked up hi« car and drove to a park- 
ing space immediately across the street from Jim's Grill, located 
418 South Mam Street, Memphis, He said he would estimate 
it was approximately 5?05 p.m., when, he entered Jim's Grill 
with HJLL'i HOARD. He stated h'-- recalls specifically that he 
walked between a white Mustang arid a white Cadillac that were 
parked near the entrance to Jim's? Grill. He said he noticed 
the Mustang had black tires, but does not recall if it had 
hubcaps. Ke added he does not. recall looking to determine if 
the Mustang had stickers on tht window or it had a local license. 

He said he noticed specifically that the white Mustang was parked 
in this area because this is tht usual parking place that JIMMY 
WALKER generally takes when he ptVEks in this area. Mr. POSTER 
explained that JIMMY WALKER parked his white Ford Fairlane just 
south of the fire hydrant li vd ^d very close to the entrance of 
Jim's Gri 11. He said immediately north of the hydrant was 
parked JOWERS ’ white Cadi llac ascd immediately in front of the 
white Cadillac to the north wa;; parked a white Mustang. He said 
he recalls that BARRY TlffeBS parked his white Lincoln Continental 
immediately in front" of the white Mustang and that there was 
a white Rambler parked immediately in front of the Continental. 

He said he does not know who own,* the Rambler. 

mA FOSTER advised he was in the grill playing pinball 
machine and shuffle board machine. He said "he was not aware of any 
activity taking place in the immediate area and did not hear a 
snot and was not aware of the r-hooting until some time after a 
deputy sheriff came to the door and fold everyone to stay in 
the grill until advised to leave. Pie said after the deouty 
sheriff left he and others went to the window and looked out. 

He said he noticed at that time that the white Mustang which had 
been parked in front of JOVB-kS ’ white Cadillac was gone. He 
said he did not see anyone in this Mustang and did not see anyone 
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drive this Mustang away. He stated he has no idea when the 
car left. He said this Mustang was a late model car, but does 
not know the exact year. He said it was not dirty and yet it was 
not very recently washed. He said the interior of the car was 
dark, possibly red, black or blue. He said he does not recall 
seeing anything hanging from the rearview mirror or from a hanger 
in the car. 


FOSTER advised he cannot recall any additional 
information concerning the Mustang or any individuals in the 
area. 
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Mr. PAUL SANDER CAV;AS» UR. „ ItpSSfepiggp* gMj 
We s t .M emphi s f ^Ark a ns as , advis.g.^ he i? . v < * e | 

Memphis. “ * v " • " ' h*. 


Mr. GARZAS stated he left work at approximately 5:00 
p.m. , on April A, 1968 ; and shortly thereafter walked with 
STEVE CUPPLES, FRANKLIN RAT r end JIMMf WALKER to Jim’s Grill 

4 c 8 South Main Memphis . He said they walked 

down Hu ling Street toward South Main Street and when they 

reached that intersection they walked diagonally across 
toward Jim s Grill. He said he recalls walking between some 
cars possibly in front of JOWEFS • white Cadillac that is usually 
parked m front of the grill. He said he recalls seeing five 
or six cars parked in the immediate vicinity in front of the 
grill on both sides of the street. Re does not recall any 
specific car other than JIMMY walker's white Ford Fairlane parked 
dust south of the entrance of Jim's Grill. He said he was 
playing pinball machine and shnifleboard machine and left Jim's 
Grill approximately S;40 to 5.* 4 5 p.ra. He said he left alone 
and walked across the street ao his car that was parked in 
Fred p. Gattas Company parking lot. Ke said he recalls there 
w-re several people in Jim's Grill when he left, but does 
**ot recall any individuals in the immediate vicinity of the 
entrance to Jim's Grill at the time he left. He said he 
does not recall looking out the window at any time at Jim's 
Grill, but may have. He said he doe? not recall any cars 
driving past in the immediate vicinity of Jim's Grill 
other than those mentioned previously. He said he has a feeling 
there was a car parked in front of JCWERS* Cadillac when he 
entered, but does not recall if the car was there when he left. 
Mr. gargas advised he cannot furnish any additional information 
concerning individuals or cars in the immediate vicinity 
of Jim's Grill during the time he entered and left Jim's Grill. 
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Mr. BARRY ELWOOO TULLS 


s ed ^ h e Ji. s : e.T^ O l o / e d 


Trumann. 


Mr. TUBBS stated 
p.m., April 4, 1968, picked 
Lincoln Continental, and drc 
vicinity of Jim’s Grill lo;? 
Memphis. Mr. TUBBS advised 
near the intersection of Hu.' 
there were two other cars p- 
Grill. He said there were >. 
when he goes there, but this 
were filled on the east sich 


1 left work at approximately 5:00 
•> his car, a 1961 four-door, white 
j to a parking place in the 
.‘d at 418 South Main Street, 

; recalls that he had to park 
»g Street and South Main because 
ted near the entrance to Jim's 
tally a few cars in the street 
. ime most of the parking places 
>£ Main near Jim's Grill. 


He said he wa s one of the first, if not the first, 
from whc went to Jim's Grill. He said 
he played shufflebcard and. the pinball machines and drank 
three or four beers before a deputy sheriff came to the 
door and advised everyone ao :-t,ay in the grill. Mr. TUBBS 
stated as soon as the deputy sheriff left he and others 
went to the window and looked out. He said he recalls 
seeing JIMMY WALKER'S white Fair lane parked just south of the 
fire hydrant near the entrance of Jim's Grill. He said he 
recalls seeing STEVE CUPPLES ' car parked across the street 
and recalls seeing JOWERS ' white Cadillac parked just north 
of the fir^e hydrant mentioned above. 

Mr. TUBBS stated he does not recall specifically 
what car was parked in front of JCVTERS ' Cadillac, but does 
recall there was a car there. Mr. TUBBS stated he was 
not aware of any activity taking place in the immediate X 
area and was not aware of the reason that the deputy 
sheriff told them to stay there. He stated it was sometime 
later that an individual he believed to be with the Memphis 
Police Department asked them to all write their names and 'addresses 
on a sheet of paper. He said it was then they learned MARTIN 
LUTHER KING had been shot. He stated he did not know KING was 
in the area and he did not hear the shot because of the noise 
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. Mr ' HOARD advised he left work at 

at „ about 4 ^ 55 P-*« Ar-til 4 , 1968, and walked wUh 
KttfNY FOSTuR to FOSTER’S cat and then drove to a parking place 
a ^ OSS . tbe street fro??- Jim’s Grill which is located 
f° utb Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee. Ke stated that 
FOSTER drove a 1967 blue Camero car with black vinyl top. He 
f^ ed he and ^TER entered ‘Jim’s Grill at approximately 
5:00 p.m., and he and FOSTER ard others in the grill immediately 
began to play the pinball machine and shuffle board machine. 

Mr * HOARD stated t'hat when he walked toward Jim's 
Grill he recalls seeing a line, of white cars parked immediately 
in front of the grill. He said he would estimate there were four 
car f ?- T .‘ l: bat vicinity and recalls, seeing JIMMY WALKER’S 
car parked behind and just south of the fire hydrant near the 

Heal f°, recaUs seeing Mr. JOWERS ’ car, a white Cadillac, 
parked immediately m front of the grill. He said other than 
that he cannot recall seeing any specific cars in that area. 

• ,^ r * HOARD stated that after they had been playing 

these machines for a while, and he was not cognizant of the exact 
time, he recalls a deputy sheriff came to the door with a gun drawn 

and told everyone to stay in the grill. He stated sometime 

later he camfc back and told them to all write their names and 

Jvf ^ SSe f dC r* OI L a sh * et of P&per. Mr. HOARD stated that after 
the deputy sheriff came xn and after Mr. JOWERS locked the door 
he recalls going to the window and looking out. He said he 

ToS?ncs^ 0 n r ^?J 1 th& 4 the ° nly Cdrs b * ^Pacifically recalls were 
JOWERS Cadillac and WALKER'S Ford Fairlane. 

. . . HOARD stated be did not hear a shot or any noise 

similar to the noise of a shot at approximately 6?00 p. m., 
on April 4, 1968, but added there was a great deal of noise 

m the grill and, therefore, he could not hear the shot. He said 
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he does not know the narr.es cf any other individuals that 

g ni i 1 at that time other than several emolovees 
f rom =>-»«=„ ox taripxoyees 


•> HOARD stated he did not see any activity in 
the street, just prior to and i^iiately after the shot and 
does not recall seeing anyone naming or driving away from that 
immediate area. He said he cannot, furnish any information 
as to the identity of the individual who shot MARTIN LUTHER 
KING. 
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^ ^Mr^^JAMFS A. 


- '■ ”- 'VvV -Ljb 
MetT'pRlS , 


ennessee. 


Mr„ WALKER advised he left work about 5*5 p.m., on 
April 4, 1968, and drove his 1962 white Fairlane Ford to 
the area of Jam's Grill located at 418 South Main Street, 

Memphis. He stated he arrived at the area of Jim’s Grill at 
approximately 5f20 p.m,, and attempted to park in his usual 
parking place that is near the entrance to Jim’s Grill. He 
said when he pulled up he noticed JOWERS ’ Cadillac parked 
in the first parking space just north of the fire hydrant that 
is near the entrance of Jim's Grill. He said he usually parks 
m the next parking space, but found that it was occupied by 
a white Mustang. He said as a result he had to back up and park 
in the first space just south of the above-mentioned fire hydrant. 
He said that he noticed prior to parking that BARRY TUBBS' 

Lincoln Continental was parked in front of the Mustang and that 
a white Rambler was parked near the corner and in front of the 
Continental. 


Mr. WALKER stated he recalls that this was a 1966 
white Mustang hardtop. He said the interior of the car was 
dark possibly red or black. He said be did not see the license 
on the car, but looked at the windows to see if there were any 
stickers. He said he was particularly aware of stickers because 


said, however, there could have been an antenna that he did not 
notice. He said he did not look at the tires or the hubcaps 
and cannot furnish any other information concerning tires or 
stickers other than, as he recalls, the car appeared to be 
sligbtxy dirty or at least not recently washed. He stated 
he does not recall looking into the car, but is certain that 
he would have seen a sticker especially on the rear window 
if there had been any stickers on the window of this Mustang. 
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Concerning the Rambler that was parked in front of 
the Continental, he stated he believes this car belongs 
to an elderly white man whose name he does not know, but 
is very likely known by Mr. JOWERS, the owner and operator 
of Jim's Grill. 

Mr. WALKER stated that he was concentrating on 
playing the pinball machine and the shuffleboard and listening 
to the jukebox and, therefore, was not aware of any activity 
that was taking place in that immediate area. He said that 
sometime later a deputy sheriff came to the door and 

instructed everyone to Say in the grill. He said the customers 
in Jim s Grill instructed JOWERS to lock the door so that 
no one could come in. 

After the door was locked they went to the window 
and looked out and he said he does not recall seeing the 
Mustang there at that time. He said he is certain 
the Mustang was gone because he commented -that his car was 
without a ticket on it. He had parked very close to the fire 
hydrant and possibly too close to be legally parked. He 
is' certain there was another car parked behind him, but he 
does not recall make, modal or color of that car. Mr. WALKER 
stated he cannot ' furnish any additional information concerning 
the car or any activity that occurred in that area. 
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Mr, WILLIAM ZENIE ?>ILL> PEED , Room 6. Clarke Hotel, 
106 Vance Street, Memphis, advised he is employed as a sales- 
man for a photography firm and is currently working in the 
Memphis area. 

Mr. PEED stated that or. April 4, 1968, he and RAY 
HENDRICKS stopped at Jim’s Cnd l, 418 South Main Street, £>r 
something to eat. He said he was in Jim’s Grill for some- 
time and feels that he arrived there at approximately 4:30 
p.m., and believes that he left between 5? 15 p.m., and 5:30 
p.m. He said when he left he picked up his hat and he and RAY 
HENDRICKS paid their check and left Jim's Grill, He said that 
they left the entrance of Jim’s Grill and proceeded north 
on South Main Street for a few feet when RAY HENDRICKS 
remembered he left his jacket in Tim’s Grill. 

Mr. REED stated he waited in front of Jim's Grill 
while HENDRICKS went back for his jacket. He commented that 
while waiting he looked and saw a white Mustang was parked 
near the entrance of Jim's -Grill, Mr. REED stated he does 
not have a car and is in the market for a car and was considering 
buying a Mustang and, therefore, he looked this car over. 

He said he believed the ca~ was an off-white color, 
that it was not dirty, but was not exactly clean either. He 
said he believes this car had not been recently washed. 

He said he does not recall the color of the interior, but 
believes tlfat it was a dark color, Ha said he does not 
recall . seeing anything inside the car other than five cartons 
lying on the back seat. He described these cartons as being 
the size of ten package cigarette carton. He said these 
cartons were red and white in color, but does not remember 
any lettering on the cartons nor does he remember whether 
the white or the red was predominant. He said when he saw 
these cartons he felt that the owner of this car was probably 
a traveling salesman. 

Mr. REED stated he does not know whether or not, 
any stickers were in the window of this car and he did not look 
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at the license* He said he does not recall if this Mustang 
had whitewall tires and if it rad wheel covers* 

Mr.- REED stated that after HENDRICKS obtained his 
jacket from Jim's Grill they proceeded north on South Main 
and walked on the east side of South Main Street. He said 
when they arrived at the intersection of Vance and South 
Main he was about ready to walk off the curb when for some 
unknown reason he looked around to see if there were any 
cars coming* He said as he looked back he saw a white 
Mustang about ready to turn the corner and go east on Vance 
from South Main Street. He said he does not know if this is the 
same car he saw parked in front of Jim's Grill, but added it 
seemed to be the same car. He said he did not see who was 
in the car, but believes it was a white male with white 
shirt, but does not recall if this individual had a tie or hat 
on. He said he had the impression this person was not 
young, but was not old. He-* said he would have no way of 
estimating the age of this person. 

Mr. REED said the Mustang proceeded east down Vance 
Street and he has no idea where the car went after it turned the 
corner. .... 


Mr. REED stated that he went to his room and that 
he had been* in his room for quite some time, possibly as much 
as 15 minutes, when he heard numerous sirens in the immediate 
area going down toward Jim's Grill. He said he learned later 
that MARTIN LUTHER KING had been shot and that the sirens 
he heard were from officers going to that immediate area. 

Mr. REED advised he cannot furnish any additional 
information concerning any cars parked on the street or any 
people in that immediate area. 
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Date 25 > 1968 


me w *r' R A y ALVIS HENRIK, Rooc 14, Clark's Hotel, 

i ^ elpl^ ed 1 ^ 6 ^ 'j e | ;!f5 iS 'J .^ '^'Strjujunwi PM tha V he 

Mr . F£ TOR ix stated be works 

™?L Si ? r ;^ irs of LMC£ ^athe- a ad is off the other six 
months of the yoer^ 

toco i. stated that c® ttte even lag of April 4. 

a? 68 +K b f a ®f_ B1LL REED, wh© resides fa Rpq© 4 of this hotel, 
e their dinner at Jim’s Grill, located at4I8 South Main 
Street, Memphis, Tennessee. 

s -an He sta r^ d the y 3eft the grill at approximately 

?L n '' aLld slogrl >’ talked to the Clark’s Hotel. He 

i ald ^S" WBlked ° fl tbe east sitJs of South Main Street. 

Mr. HEHDRlx_c©nj»eated that when they left Jim's Grill, 
be forgot his jacket and had to return for the jacket. 

He said he learned later that while he vas getting his 
jacket, BILL REED locked at a white Mustang that was parked 
a.rost ia front of Jim's Grill. Ke said he did not notice 
this Mustang or any other cars- parked ia front of Jim’s 
uriii. He stated, however, that when he and BILL REED 

n??f 0 n^« d thc interSfeCt i©® Of Vance and South Main Street, 
kill REED pulled him back to the curb because a car was 
turning the corner. He said thss car was a white Mustang 
^ and that after the car turned the corner, BILL REED 
commented to him that this ras the Mustang that was parked 

° f Ji ^ ,s Gr4 ^l 9 which be looked at while he, 
HENDRIX, was retrieving his jacket. 

Mr. HENDRIX stated he did not see who was in the 
car, but believes there was only one person. He said he 
could not describe him and would not be able to identify 
the driver of this car. 

&r. HENDRIX stated that as they were returning 
to their rooms or possibly were just entering their rooms , 
they heard sirens in the iisbiried.ta.te area and going south on 
South Mam Street. He said he learned later that the sirens 
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*>ere from police cars that were go lag to the scene of the 
murder of KART IS* WTFEF KIFC . Re ss fd as near as he can 
recall, he heard the sirens s 't r *. * 6:00 p.®. , or Just a 
'ew minutes after 6:00- p.m., or April 4, 1968. 

Kr. HEKDRDT stated that the Kustaag that turned 
^be corner and proceeded east on Vance Street, did not turn 
the corner very fast or make the tires squeal. Jie said he 
did not watch which, way the 3? us t .? Big turned or how far it 
traveled on Vssige Street. 

A ^ IX also s ta t •« d. *.>0 cannot furnish any 

* aforna t i on as to the cars p»f iced or traveling tn the 
immediate area of Jim's Grill at the tiws that he and BILL 
REED left. He also stated toe cannot furnish any infor- 
mation concerning individuals in the Immediate area of Jim's 
Grill at the time he left to return to his room. 
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4 4 _ Rec ;°r ds of St * Jose P h Hospital, Memphis, Tennessee, 
contain the following information concerning the admittance 

of d Ap^il t r n i968- DR ‘ KARTIK LUTHER Kim > JR - ° n the evening 

’’EMERGENCY ROOM S TJI-U.IAP-Y - Dr. Martin Luther King 

’’The following is an E-jr. urgency room Summary on 
Dr. Martin Luther King who was brought into the 
Emergency room by an ambulance stretcher at approximately 
6:15 p.m. on 4/4/68 immediately following an 
apparent gunshot wound of the right side of the 
face and neck. 

”At the time of the patient’s admission to the 
Emergency room Dr. Ted Calyon was in attendance in 
the Emergency room talking to the nurse about an 
out-patient who had just left the Emergency room. 

He went directly into Room #1, where the patient was, 
with Mrs. Steinkirch', Emergency room nurse and finding 
the patient totally unconcious flat on his back in the 
supine position with his head turned slightly to the 

Tk ere was a large gaping wound in the root 
ui ^ • nec ^ ° n the right side which was not actively 
bleeding at the time of his initial arrival. There was 
much blood on his clothes, neck and shoulder. His 
head* was partially covered with a towel over the area 
of the wound. 

’’Dr. Galyon immediately secured a stethoscope- 
detected a palpable heart beat and radial pulse and 
started a. cutdown over the left antecubifal vein which 
was done immediately for fluids. These were started 
while blood was ordered from the Laboratory for 
resuscitation. A second cutdown was* started in the 
ankle in the saphenous vein by Dr. John Reisser for 
blood which was infused under pressure. The surgical 
resident, Dr. Ruf us Brown came in at 6:18 p.m. and* 
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because of the massive defect in the wound and no 
respiration a tracheotomy was started. Dr. Barrasso 
came in at 6:22 p.m. and completed the tracheotomy 
and a cuffed endotracheal tube was inserted. Assisted 
respiration was then carried out on this patient. 
Following the re-establishment of an airway on this 
patient, the heart was again auscultated and very 
little tone could be heard. An EKG was immediately 
ordered by Dr. Galyon and Dr. Barrasso and the strip 
showed very poor to no function. Intracardiac 
Adrenalin was immediately injected and closed chest 
cardiac massage begun, 

"In the meantime, exploration of the neck was carried 
out by Drs . Barrasso and Galyon who found that the 
jugular vein on the right was severed. A large 
artery, which was felt to be probably subclavian, was 
shredded and sticking up into the wound with very 
little bleeding at this time. In addition, there was 
much bubbling and a portion of the right apex of the 
lung was bulging through the wound. 

"On further exploration a defect in the vertebral 
bodies of 07 to T2 was present with complete loss of 
spinal cord substance. Dr. Fred Gioia was then called 
"to confirm this, diagnosis and attempts to secure 
closure of the chest cavity by packing and clamping 
of the vessels was done. A right closed thoracotomy 
tube ias inserted in an attempt to drain the blood 
from the right chest and re-expand the lung. Immediately 
on insertion of the tube 1000 cc . of blood was obtained 
from the right chest cavity. At the time Dr. Gioia 
confirmed the diagnosis of loss of spinal cord 
substance. This patient's pupils were massively 
dilated with no reaction. 

"Dr. Joe Wilhite, a chest surgeon, was also called 
in attendance and consultation. Dr. Julian Fleming came 
to the Emergency room at our request and an EKG strip was 
done which showed no function. The cardiac massage * 
was continued with all resuscitative efforts being 
continued for approximately 50 minutes, during which 
time we had had no response of any kind of vital signs and 
patient was pronounced dead at 7:05 p.m. by Dr. Barrasso. 
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’’Post mortem X-rays of cervical area were done. 

"Final presumptive diagnosis: 

Gunshot wound, of right side of face and neck with 
compound fracture rt . mandible, severance of right 
jugular vein and probable severance right subclavian 
artery, defect right pleural apex with hemopneumothorax, 
defect in C7 - T2 vertebral bodies on right with 
loss of spinal cord substance.” 

These records are confidential and are available only 
by a subpoena duces tecum. -Should, it be necessary to utilize 
this information in Federal Court, the subpoena should be 
directed to J. LUTON, Assistant Administrator, St. Joseph 
Hospital, Memphis, Tennessee. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date April 19, 1968 


Dr, JERRY T. FRANCISCO, Shelby County Medical Examiner, 
Room 529, 858 Madison Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, furnished four 
copies each of five color photographs which show the upper torso 
Dr, MARTIN LUTJTER KING JR. Dr, FRANCISCO stated that he 
personally took these photographs on the night of April 4, 1968, 
during a postmortem examination of Dr. KING. The photographs 
are described as follows: 

Close-up showing entry wound on right 'side of victim’s 
face and neck. 

2) Showing right side of victim's head and neck and 
relative position of entry wound. 

3) Showing entry wound path. 

4) Showing missile after removal from victim. 

5) Showing victim Vs back and point at which missile came 
to rest. 


{ 
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Registration, State or Alabama, Montgomery, Alabama, made 
available docisments which reflect the following information^ 

made available the 1967 transfer 
registration IA -88354 whi ch nag J,s qued . Pgcggjb er 15, 1966 
to WXLUAK B» PAIS LET, Birmingham, 

Alabama, for a 1966 Ford tins tang, VXN 6T07CI90647. 


This registration was transferred August 30* 1967 
to ERIC S, GAIT, 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama# 
Tho transfer form bears signature of GALT* 

1968 license 1-3&993 was issued October 2, 1967 
to ERIC S. GALT, 2608 Highland Avenue, South, Birmingham, 
Alabama for a 1966 Ford Mustang, 2 door, VUi 6TQ7C290547* 

Tog receipt bears signature of registrant* 

. Photographs were made of the originals of. the above 
described documents* 

In event the originals of the above described 
documents are necessary in a court of law, a subpoena duces 
tecum should be directed to Mr* HARVEY EAELEN, Commissioner--, 
of Revenue, Department of Revenue, State of Alabama, 
Montgomery, . Alabama* 
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Driver’s license 


division, i^orort.^nt of rubric Safety, State of Alabsoa, 
f'intgompry, Alstoma, cods available document which reflected’ 


the f ollowing infarction t 


license 2 cAS9^7 »ss Issued to- ERIC ST/H70 GALT, 

250 S Highland /venue, South, Biraingtea, /-l&bafis, on 
September o, 19 o 7 » Ho Is described as a white male, born 
July 20 , 1931 , 5 * 11 % 173 lbs., blue eyes and broun hair. 

BSs application lists Ms occupation os "Merchant Karins * 
unemployed’** . 

Pile indicates that ho did not surrender an out 
of state license, and mz retired to t alee driving test* 

Be tools the driving test in a 1966 Kfcstass bearing 1967 
Alabama license 1 A-^G 35 *U 

His fils also iMiicates that a duplicate license 
$>as issued to bln on March 1 , 1968 and tecs sailed to Mia 
at above address* ^The duplicate license baa not been 
returned, and if it bed been returned It would be retained 
in the file. Tho application for duplicate licence «a 3 destroyed 
after duplicate license was mailed. 

Bo violations are recorded against this individual* 

fftotogrsphs uksto ssade of the original of the above 
described document. 

Inf 6 VOT 15 the original of the above described 
doowaont is accessory in a court of lets, a subpoena duces . 
tecira should bo directed to Major B/JIJHS/D 3/TES, Director 
of driver’s License Division, Department of Public Safety, 

State of Alabama, Montgomery, Alabama* 
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Memphis Tennessee, advised that 
be and met Memphis City Engineer 

ARTHUR C. HOLBROOK, P. E., Tennessee License No. 5173, and 
a surveying crew at the Lorraine Motel on April 23, 1968, 
at 8:30 a.ra. Certain engineering measurements were 
subsequently taken. 

“ ‘v. , • " 

advised that an engineers 
transit was placed over the spot where Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR., was shot, the telescope being positioned 59 
inches above the balcony floor. This height was based on 
information contained in the autopsy report of Dr. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR., which indicated that the missile entered , 
his body at a point 59 inches above the right heel with 
the head 'positioned to correspond with the path of the 
missile. He stated that the point where Dr. KING was - 

standing when shot was indicated to them by Reverend JAMES .... 
BEVEL, a representative of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, who was staying at the Lorraine ' ■■■■&' 
Motel. 


From this position, two triangles were - 
established with a baseline common to the two triangles 
established and measured. Every effort was made to ensure 
accuracy. It was determined that the level distance from 
the second floor rear bathroom window sill of 422j South 
Main Street to the point where Dr. KING was standing yim 
the balcony of the Lorraine Motel was 206.36 feet and the 
in-line distance from the window sill to the point where 
Dr. KING Was standing was 207.02 feet. .The window §111 
at the- rear of 422^ South Main was determined to be 
16.63 feet higher than a point 59 Inches above the floor 
of the balcony of the Lorraine .Motel at the location 
Dr, KING was standing when he was shot. 'The downward 
angle of the direct in-line distance from the second floor 
window sill at the rear of 422^ South Main to a point 59 
inches above the balcony of the Lorraine Motel at the point 
where Dr. KING was standing was determined to be 4 degrees 
-3-6.. minutes 25 secQjads^ 
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Reverend KYLES r-*c-.».l>-d Dr.. KING actually 

returned to Memphis or) We«f&*v.a •«, m -.m rug £ April 3, 1968, 
with several oi his sta.fi asr-oc ia';*- ~ including the Vice 

President ol SCLC, Reverend PA, PH jd. AB*&b’A?HY and his 

administrative assistant PKEtARO LEE, They all checked into 
the Lorraine Hotel, and Motel , 4 -,>6 M M bCi~r y Street . Memphis, 

and actually KYLES had rente.:? :• i»o»« for sr-me oi the SCLC * 

staff members under his ns. nr* t He pointed out that actually 
he was registered in Hoots 312 oi the Lorraine Motel as of 
April 3, 1968, although he d id not physically occupy this 
room and did not now recall the exact SCLC individual who 
occupied Boom 332. He recalled that Dr. KING occupied 
Room 306, as did Reyerersd RALPH D. ABERNATHY. 

He recalled that Dr. KINO and his staff remained 
in Memphis on the nig hi of Apr u 3, 1968, and also remained 
in Memphis on April 4, 1968 r Li addition, he pointed out 
that there had been widespread publicity m not only the 
Memphis news media, including the two daily white newspapers, 
but also on virtually all of the radio and television stations 
concerning the presence of Ey, KING and his staff in Memphis 
and of the fact that they wrv staying at the Lorraine Motel, 
He stated he could not recall the specific radio broadcast 
but there was at least one broadcast , possibly more, which 
even gave the room, number, nan-el y Hoorn 306, in which Dr. KING 
was sta'ying in Menrphis-, and thu-t this information was readily 
available to anyone who tended to rus,d the newspaper or took 
the time to .listen to the radio nc »-•? broadcasts,, In other 
words, he sa|d it. was no .setr-f r s,s to where Dr, KING was 
staying. 


Rev e re nd KYLE S re c all 
to the Lorraine Motel at approx 
.1968, and recalled that the 0;w- 
a singing group oi the SCLC, w» 
rooms in the motel, thvs group 
former music teacher ol Memphis 
this group and they all sang v,-. 
until approximately 5 p ,r, A", 

went to Room 306 of the Lor rv. :r> 
Dr . MAR J- IN Lin HER K INC , JR. , ar, 
He pointed out that he had ear] 
Reverend ABERNATHY to his hoxt 
a ’’soul dinner” on the evening 


«,-d that he personally went 
iHw tely 3:30 p.m. on April 4, 
ration, Rreadbasket band, 

•' rt he-ars mg in one of the 
l*.-- iag led by EEN BRANCH, a 
, Tennessee . KYLES joined 
r.iouc hy was and SCLC songs 
this points Reverend KYLES 
e- Motel to visit, with * 

d Reverend RALPH I»„ ABERNATHY. 


KING and 


f.'v 


of April 4, 1968, pointing out 
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that Dr « KING and E?vf re ro feEN-NATH? both savored ''soul food," 
which would normally consist of neck boss-s , chitterlings, 
turnip greens and black-eyed peas, ard that his wife had 
consented to cook such & di -or- .!«::• Dr. KING and his group. 

He pointed out that both K IN G and ABERNATHY hid been reminded 
by him earlier that dinr-er v '■> •• to \ : at approx icxi tel y 6 p.m. 

He recalled thari during l be approximate period from 
5:30 p.m.- to 5:55 p.m., April 4, 1968, that Dr. KING, 

Reverend ABERNATHY and Revere a j KYLES sat and talked in 
Room 306 as Dr. KING and ABERNATHY dressed in preparation 
for the dinner appointment. -At a time estimated by KYLES 
as being 5:55 p.m., or thereabouts, Dr. KING walked out of 
Room 306 of the Lorraine Motel, the door of which faces 
west and overlooks a swimmir.g pool and parking area onto 
Mulberry Street, which is a narrow north-south street in 
Memphis. Dr. KING'S room, was on the second floor and 

as one walks out of the room tfr-re is a balcony and walkway 
area, the balcony having an iron rail approximately three 
feet high to keep one from la;, ling off the balcony. Dr. KING, 
KYLES recalled y stood or. the, hr: i cony and was speaking with 
various people standing in ite parking area of the motel 
directly beneath him. One of the persons with whom Dr. KING 
was speaking was Reverend JESSE JACKSON, an SCLC staff member 
from Chicago, Illinois. KYLES recalled leaving Room 306 and 
going out and talking.. with Dr KING, telling him not to 
bring too many people to his house or there would not be 
enough food to satisfy all cf them. KYLES also recalled 
that SOLOMON JONES, a local N^grc who works for one of the 
funeral hoines, had been Dr. KING'S chauffeur while in Memphis 
and that KING may have made some comment to JONES about getting 
the car ready for their trip to the KYLES residence. 

Reverend KYLES also recalled that at about this 
period of time Reverend ABERNATHY had applied shaving cream 
to his face preparing to take a quick shave before departing 
to dinner and that KYLES and KING were standing side by 
side on the balcony and be a] so recalled that KING spoke 
to CHAUNCEY' ESKRIDGE who is an attorney for SCLC and who 
was in Memphis with the SCLC r-fcaff . 



< 

i 


ME 44-1987 

4 


Others recalled tv K17JS3 teir.e on the ormmW 
level v it h in viewing and list- nirg distance of Dr KING 

« « w recentl y been living ir Chicago, and several 
young Negroes, names not recalled who ha^ been hancrin 
around and supporting the saM^tion workers ^ 

cite^l e t°“.H tbSt he P' Jt **■«■ folk, inthe* 

u^ y r %^ B r^^: ,,n 1 u * d to * s ™ md KmG 

KYLE I 

th^oid Lorraine°Ho+ei Bor i* ° n th * b3lco “y walkway toward 
the ournnSr ^ ??r el P? r - i0r * °* the establishment for 

Da?kinr^ot f wl ttln ?, h 3 S C3r ’ vhich * 3s Parked on the 

north of ^Room's 06 whenlf f< OU J r h d ? or len * ths 

oufded sound . At f^sfhe S!«T“ lbl » 

the immediate area possibly* caused by\hJ backfi?in^ if 0 ” 

£\Z*? ibl L* W ° • «»S2&“5i?h 

. is^q exploded m the immediate vicinity. 


He ’* as next conscio 
BEVEL who had been -Standing c- 
runn ing to the motel area ost 
some unknown individual yrdli 
shot MARTINI" At this point ‘ 
back south toward the entrant 
conscious of seeing Br. KING 1, 
on the balcony floor with his 
facing upward, his feet parti 
grill work of the iron r&ilwa 
easterly direction toward the 
306. 


ms of seeing Reverend JAMES L 
r ' fl the ground north of Room 306 
ensibly for cover and recalled 
s\g in a loud voice, "They've 
turned around and looked 
e of Room 306 and was next 
s prone body. KING was resting 
back to the floor, his face 
ally protruding through the 
y, and his head headed in a south- 
passageway just south of Room 


vtno.o KYLES continued that be took a quick glance at 
KING s prone bodv afte v ' r-ea«- v - ■> r ~ giance at 

his neck *£ 

guns or gun wound, but he n.- Tor^.c.oush' i^liiod tha? the 



i 
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noise which he had beard had ctoubtedl y been that of a 
gunshot which had voided 2>-. KING. He pointed out that 
KING’S eyes appeared to be ope? sr-d that he personally 
felt KING may still have be -- % 1 jve , Ke was rot conscious 
of anyone else rear KING *s hcciy at this t is*?- and pointed 
out that he went into a sta b- of ?? hock %iio r&r* rather 
hysterically into Foot* 3G6 vh~.re he attempted to use a ‘ 
telephone lor the purpose of rilling an ambulance . In 
the meantime, ABERNAT.iy had v .:••.• out of Room 306 with 
shaving cream still on hie f in an effort to see what 
had happened to Dr. KING. K^L-ES pointed out that in his 
confusion he was unable to pick up the phone properly to 
call the motel switchboard to ask for *,r, ambulance and 
recalled ABERNATHY running kick, into the room and telling 
him to settle down and gain his composure as everything 
would be all right. 

KYLES came back vn- of the room to the vicinity of 
KING'S body and was next cor clous of seeing several uniformed 
Memphis Police officers run- Log on fort toward the vicinity of 
KING’S body and recalled of them yelling. "What happened?" 

He stated that he rec a I y*- '5 ling at souse. of the police 

officers to call an ambu2»ir>c-v.- . He.- was next conscious of 
Reverend ABERNATHY leaning over KING'S prone body attempting 
to talk with KING or to get v-'*®e response from him and could 
recall hearing ABERNATHY say* "MARTIN, can you hear me?” 

Reverend KYLES rec -Ut-d running into Room 306 and 
grabbing up* a bedspread off one of the beds which he brought 
out to use to cover KING’S body. He recalled that a white 
male employee of the United States Justice Department, name 
not recalled, who had been staying at the motel brought a towel 
which someone held over the large gaping wound on the right 
side of KING’S face. 

within a few moments an ambulance arrived to take 
KING’S body to a hospital a„vJ he recalled that a JOSEPH 
LOW p an African who is a photographer and who was staying 
at the motel, took some picture*,? in the 1 mined is te vicinity 
and that many of the people vb,-> by this time had come to the 
balcony seemed to point ic*n J tiy-* west side of Mulberry 
where there is a thicket of r-u ah* 1 - - ar«i rmpty land bordered 
further on the west- fc-y the tack side of some old two-story 
brick buildings which 1 ace or vain Street and indicated in 

i ' 
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their pointing and cowsats the shot probably came 

from that general direction. In other words, the shot 
came from the west toward the east. 

Thereafter, according to Reverend KYLES, an 
ambulance ctev took in. KING’S body to the St. Joseph 
Hospital. 

Reverend KYLES looked at a series of photographs 
which appeared in 'Life Magazine , ” issue of April 12, 1968, 
some of which were taken immediately after the shooting of 
Dr, KING and prior to the arrival of the ambulance and which 
depict Dr, KING'S prone body lying face up on the concrete 
walkway on the second floor balcony of the Lorraine Motel 
and taken by Photographer JOSEPH LObJW. He stated that the 
only people that he could identify by name in the early 
photographs prior to the arrival of the ambulance were 
Reverend ANDREW YOUNG of the SC.LC staff and some local 
unidentified Negroes who were apparently assisting in an 
effort to render immediate first aid to Dr. KING. Reverend 
KYLES pointed out that these, photographs must have been taken 
almost immediately following the shooting of Dr. KING because 
they do not show the be-dspre.-.d over KING’S body. 

He stated that very i? w people actually were 
cognizant of the fact that Dr . KING was to be s dinner guest 
at his home on the evening of April 4, 1968; that among the 
guests who had been invited to his recollection were Dr. KING 
his br other ,{ Reverend A. D. WILLIAMS KING, and two of the ’ 
latter’s companions, Mrs. LUKJE WARD and Mrs. GEORGIA M. DAVIS, 
both of Louisville, Kentucky;, and that Reverend ABERNATHY 
was to have been there, as wa,., CHAUNC-EY ESKRIDGE. He stated 
that Reverend ANDREW YOUNG and HO SEA WILLIAMS, both of the 
SCLC staff, were also to be his dinner guests on that 
evening. 

He stated that to his recollection there had been 
no publicity concerning the fact that KING and his small 
party were to be his dinner guests a.-;d that it appeared to 
be a mere coincidence that Dr. XING walked out in front of* 
the doorway of Room 306 and &. t oc-d there some four to five 
minutes prior to the time that he was shot. 


4/2 
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Reverend KYLES stated that had searched his 
memory during the intervening t is* subsequent to Dr. KING'S 
being shot and that at ?..o t i»." could he recall seeing 
anyone to the vest or r?orth*-s from which direction he 
is now convinced the shot He *** no one looking out 

any of the windows in the buildings facing Main Street, 
the rear entrances of which would have faced the Motel; 
and he saw no one on the ground below. 

Re stated that he talked with CEAUNCEY ESKRIDGE 
shortly after . the shooting ana th-xt ESKRIDGE who was on the 
ground level in the parking area, in front of the Motel 
stated that after the shot he t ESKJ* XDCE, had run west 
from the Motel to the middle c*l Mulberry Street but that 
he did not see anyone with any firearm either on the ground 
or in any of the buildings. Reverend KYLES recalled that 
SOLOMON JONES has been reported to have stated that he saw 
someone possibly with a white headpiece in the ground area 
just west of the west side of Mulbc-rry Street behind the 
bushes and possibly saw someone drop something in that 
area. 

Reverend KYLES stated that in fairness to JONES, 
JONES could not have seen the ground area which he fiad 
originally described because of the fact that there is a 
brick retaining wall which surrounds the swimming pool and 
that JONES would have been behind this wall when KING was 
shot and coujd not have seen behind the bushes on the 
west side of Mulberry Street a^ this wall is about eight feet 

4-all ” 


Reverend KYLES concluded that none of his 
acquaintances in the SCLC or other acquaintances in Memphis 
who have teen close to the Negro 'move roe nt can recall anything 
concerning any suspicious movements in the vicinity of the 
Lorraine Motel immediately preceding or during the time that 
Dr, KING was shot. 
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LOYD JOWERS, o^rner, Ji 
Street , advised that at approx ic< 
April 4, 1968, he arrived at the 
back of a white Mustang that fat 
in front of his Grill, He state 
car had Mississippi license plat 
orange or orangish-yel low color, 
car he went into the Grill where 
bar having a meal. He stated th 
any strange customers in the Gri 
were local people of a steady na 
stranger as follows: 

Race : 

Sex : 

Height : 

Weight : 

Build: 

Age: 

Hair: 

Complexion: 

Dress: 


m's Grill, 418 South Main 
ateiy 3:55 p.m. on 
Grill, and parked directly in 
parked on the street directly 
d that he believed that the 
es on it because they were of an 
He stated that upon parking the 
he saw a stranger sitting at the 
at it was unusual for him to get 
11 since most of his customers 
ture, Mr. JOWERS described the 


White 

Male 

5 f 8" to 5 ' 9" 
160 pounds 
Heavy 


27 to 30 

Sandy 

Ruddy 

Wealing a dark suit, 


stated that the man finished his meal and left the 
Grill, and he could not notice in which direction he walked, 
but he did not get into the white Mustang, which was parked in 
front of the 


>t ge 
Gril 


Mr. JOWERS stated that this s 
fo the Grill at abou + 8:00 p,m, on Apri 
breakfast. Mr. JOWERS stated that in h 
individual acted strangely because be s 
everyone else at the Grill and in the a 
shooting. Ir. view of the fact that he 
acting s ‘range and also because be was 
Mr. JOWERS called the Police, and told 
_§_sjjsjpixip_us _na t ure^a t t he Gr i 1 1 , He Jb 

4 8 


n 4/5/68 

On 


Memphis, Tennessee 


ame individual returned 
1 5, 1968, and ordered 
is estimation, this 
eemed very calm when 
rea was excited over the 
felt the individual was 
a stranger in the area, 
them that he had a man of 
a id t hat when jhe_sjtr*ang e r 
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finished his breakfast, he left the Grill and was arrested 
on the sidewalk in front of the Grill by the Memphis Police 
Department . 


_ '*$&$**?*?' *** ^ Feticide Bureau, Memphis 

Police Depar tr.enjt , itW. r.i i i'5-d this arrested individual 

as GENE PEARSON CRA^TOFP, Jackson, 

Tennes&ee, who was d e t e r m i kvw d tc "Xavs had ejo part in the 
murder of Dr. MART IN LUTKER KIJJG, JR. 


49 
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Mr. GILBERT STEPHEN 
HSUS#*. Meir.phis, Tennessee., % L : 

■* \ "-^P' 3 <• 


i?Tb - r Z' CUF F LBS , ^jjff 
? ed he is emplcved 




My Cg’RPLES siatsd. Lt l‘ft vo rk at approximately 5:03 p.m., 
drove his 1959 white Chevrolet Impala, and parked it immediately 
across the street from Jim's Criit located at 418 South Main 
Street,, Memphis, Tennessee, i«\s said he parked the car 
heading south and immeciately behi nd in the next available parking 
space to KENNY POSTER'S Cam ero e He said whan he parked his 
car he recalls seeing several cars parked across the street in 
the vicinity of the entrance to Tim's Grill. He said he recalls 
seeing JIMMY walker's white Fair lane Ford parked directly south 
of the fire hydrant located near the entrance of Jim's Grill 
and recalls seeing JOWERS ’ Cadillac located in the first parking 
space north of^the fire hydrant. He said JOWEPP operates Jim's 
CUPPLES stated he recalls seeing a white Mustang that 
could have been a 1967 or pcsvibXy 1968 model parked directiy 
in front of Jowers • Cadillac. V* said this Mustang had black wall 
tires and believes it had large hubcaps. He saidvhente entered 
Jim s Grill he walked behind C'OwERL ‘ Cadillac and, therefore, 
did not notice very many details of the Mustang. He said he 
does not recall the color oi tic interior of the Mustang 
and did not notice what licence- was on the Mustang. He said he 
got the impression the Mustang was dirty or not freshly washed. 

M£. CUPPLES stared ho was playing the pinball machine 
and the shuttle-board machine and that a great deal of noise 
was caused by these machines nr A the jukebox and, therefore, he 
did not hear what activity w**;.: occurring outside the grill. He 
stated sometime later he learned, at approximately 6s05 p.m. , 
a deputy sheriff came to the door of the grill and instructed 
everyone to stay inside the grill until further notice. He 
stated shortly thereafter he and others in the grill looked 
out the front window and he recr* 1 1 «. that the Mustang he 
had seen parked in front of JOWETS • Cadillac was gone. Mr. 

CUPPLES stated he did not see nnyc-r.e enter the Mustang or drive it 
_away. • 


L N' • LVsL- 1 -LiC Z4 
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Mr, CUPPLFS advised that after the deputy 
sheriff had told them to stay in the grill he believes it 
was a police officer that entered and told them all to write 
their names and addresses. on a piece of paper. He said it was 
not until then that he and others learned that MARTIN LUTHER 
KING had been shot. He stated he did not hear a shot that was 
fired. 

Mr. CUPPLES advised he cannot furnish any additional 
information concerning activity in this area. 
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Mr. DAVID K. WOOD 
employ eed vi 
I Memphis, Tennessee, a 


advised 


Mr • ^°° D aivis^ed he left work at approximately 5:00 
at dip S 4r talked alert- to Jim’s Gri 11, located 

Street to^uth'S " trSS ^ Kero F b he caid he walked down Huling 
h * n and cro3S * d : *o”5t>» Kiio diagonally toward 
Jim s Grill Bt sad he would eat iisate it was approximately 

vas 5 nark^d h f W t lk ? d in t of a Mustang automobile which 

was parked to Jim’s Grill. He explained there is a fire 

entrant " % side of South Main Street very close to the 

of fS ni” & Gr \ &tKA ' ed inw^diately to the north 

JjL ire plug was parked a white h',aill,c that is owned by 

£adi?Vio ?I lU ” He i^diately in front of this 

CdiUac, which would be the second space north of the fire pluq 

and K?® *-? - MuStang - Ke 5tated he is Miliar with Mustangs ' 
and knows this^was a Mustang automobile. Re said he felt that 

waihJT K Whi t® that appeared to be dirty and not recently 

tires d ’hn? e bA a ^ tbl J car , did have hubcaps r had black 
Si ? f ad n °^ notlce ‘-h* interior of the car. He said 

no front°i • lDOlC at , tbo lic ' er6 '*r but glanced down and there was 
tiJr-l 1.1 cense plate. He said also he noticed in the window 

he d V* aS ?° C3t %. of Memphis sticker in this window. He said 
he does not retail that anything else was hanging from 
hangers or the rear view mirror of this car. 

n1a . nrt . W ° 0D stated he entered Jim’s Grill and began 

nr -^1 g i e ^ rd and P inba11 machine located inside the 

" OOD t^Plamed the shuffle beard is located in the 
c ? rn ® r of building and that it is close 

wa« t ?«+ fr ° n J *f 1 ? dow . of ^im's Grill. He stated, however, he 

and did^ot^onv 11 P J a ?i n9 board and the pinball machine 

and did not look out the window while he was plaving either 

. H * add * d ' however, it is possible he may have looked 

?n\io «r ind f W * bu t stated he does not recall seeing any activity 

£ tt! Su^ g ?°* dld ” e in the « «*• a„a/ 
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outside on thj street ^*SM V i ty 

ver^L«??efS:i. r ‘| o :irf^-:„ to ;; *> }; th. grill until they 

ev r ; r “rii ?r r O'.^' » . I'.=,^d ifr&rzsvs?* 

WOOD stated thtt P afnr*th- t d^ 1 -*^ t 1 "^ e t ?a* e from enterihg. 
Pinball and shuffle board and ioa&^I^.SS^aFaSP 

the whit«*5Sita?g*that had°been"” 2JV* C ? tlC * 5 at that time 

wa3 gone. Ke added he recai 'll ' t hat £ he T ?J iU 

KM.KER was parked just south of the fS Xg Sd that S 

automobile ? 3 “? Coln Continental 

Rambler and added there v A he p ?^d i^nAf 

M^ ler He°sSl th f 7 inf -««-?ic.n of SuHnS anl south 

cars packed on this streets ^ 

front of Jim"s Srill. theta V ' 3S a Kostan S parked in 

drive away in ^h^Mustang^ni h^r^c Jot Jecall Tel** ^ 

?i7!i n ?r°ll Ca / r ? ing a *«*»** in t'he'ta^dufe iilfSit? o? yone 
Jim s Grill during the time he in «*•. Gri i Clnlty of 
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^9^ K emp hi. 3 r Tfenn** see 


Mr .FOSTER acv’i ?^n >,.»■> i*;ir vork at approximately 
5 ‘00 p.m. , w i th BILLY HOARD , pi eked up hi« car and drove to a park- 
ing space immediately across the street from Jim's Grill, located 
418 South Mam Street, Memphis, He said he would estimate 
it was approximately 5?05 p.m., when, he entered Jim's Grill 
with HJLL'i HOARD. He stated h'-- recalls specifically that he 
walked between a white Mustang arid a white Cadillac that were 
parked near the entrance to Jim's? Grill. He said he noticed 
the Mustang had black tires, but does not recall if it had 
hubcaps. Ke added he does not. recall looking to determine if 
the Mustang had stickers on tht window or it had a local license. 

He said he noticed specifically that the white Mustang was parked 
in this area because this is tht usual parking place that JIMMY 
WALKER generally takes when he ptVEks in this area. Mr. POSTER 
explained that JIMMY WALKER parked his white Ford Fairlane just 
south of the fire hydrant li vd ^d very close to the entrance of 
Jim's Gri 11. He said immediately north of the hydrant was 
parked JOWERS ’ white Cadi llac ascd immediately in front of the 
white Cadillac to the north wa;; parked a white Mustang. He said 
he recalls that BARRY TlffeBS parked his white Lincoln Continental 
immediately in front" of the white Mustang and that there was 
a white Rambler parked immediately in front of the Continental. 

He said he does not know who own,* the Rambler. 

mA FOSTER advised he was in the grill playing pinball 
machine and shuffle board machine. He said "he was not aware of any 
activity taking place in the immediate area and did not hear a 
snot and was not aware of the r-hooting until some time after a 
deputy sheriff came to the door and fold everyone to stay in 
the grill until advised to leave. Pie said after the deouty 
sheriff left he and others went to the window and looked out. 

He said he noticed at that time that the white Mustang which had 
been parked in front of JOVB-kS ’ white Cadillac was gone. He 
said he did not see anyone in this Mustang and did not see anyone 
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drive this Mustang away. He stated he has no idea when the 
car left. He said this Mustang was a late model car, but does 
not know the exact year. He said it was not dirty and yet it was 
not very recently washed. He said the interior of the car was 
dark, possibly red, black or blue. He said he does not recall 
seeing anything hanging from the rearview mirror or from a hanger 
in the car. 


FOSTER advised he cannot recall any additional 
information concerning the Mustang or any individuals in the 
area. 
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Mr. PAUL SANDER CAV;AS» UR. „ ItpSSfepiggp* gMj 
We s t .M emphi s f ^Ark a ns as , advis.g.^ he i? . v < * e | 

Memphis. “ * v " • " ' h*. 


Mr. GARZAS stated he left work at approximately 5:00 
p.m. , on April A, 1968 ; and shortly thereafter walked with 
STEVE CUPPLES, FRANKLIN RAT r end JIMMf WALKER to Jim’s Grill 

4 c 8 South Main Memphis . He said they walked 

down Hu ling Street toward South Main Street and when they 

reached that intersection they walked diagonally across 
toward Jim s Grill. He said he recalls walking between some 
cars possibly in front of JOWEFS • white Cadillac that is usually 
parked m front of the grill. He said he recalls seeing five 
or six cars parked in the immediate vicinity in front of the 
grill on both sides of the street. Re does not recall any 
specific car other than JIMMY walker's white Ford Fairlane parked 
dust south of the entrance of Jim's Grill. He said he was 
playing pinball machine and shnifleboard machine and left Jim's 
Grill approximately S;40 to 5.* 4 5 p.ra. He said he left alone 
and walked across the street ao his car that was parked in 
Fred p. Gattas Company parking lot. Ke said he recalls there 
w-re several people in Jim's Grill when he left, but does 
**ot recall any individuals in the immediate vicinity of the 
entrance to Jim's Grill at the time he left. He said he 
does not recall looking out the window at any time at Jim's 
Grill, but may have. He said he doe? not recall any cars 
driving past in the immediate vicinity of Jim's Grill 
other than those mentioned previously. He said he has a feeling 
there was a car parked in front of JCWERS* Cadillac when he 
entered, but does not recall if the car was there when he left. 
Mr. gargas advised he cannot furnish any additional information 
concerning individuals or cars in the immediate vicinity 
of Jim's Grill during the time he entered and left Jim's Grill. 
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Mr. BARRY ELWOOO TULLS 


s ed ^ h e Ji. s : e.T^ O l o / e d 


Trumann. 


Mr. TUBBS stated 
p.m., April 4, 1968, picked 
Lincoln Continental, and drc 
vicinity of Jim’s Grill lo;? 
Memphis. Mr. TUBBS advised 
near the intersection of Hu.' 
there were two other cars p- 
Grill. He said there were >. 
when he goes there, but this 
were filled on the east sich 


1 left work at approximately 5:00 
•> his car, a 1961 four-door, white 
j to a parking place in the 
.‘d at 418 South Main Street, 

; recalls that he had to park 
»g Street and South Main because 
ted near the entrance to Jim's 
tally a few cars in the street 
. ime most of the parking places 
>£ Main near Jim's Grill. 


He said he wa s one of the first, if not the first, 
from whc went to Jim's Grill. He said 
he played shufflebcard and. the pinball machines and drank 
three or four beers before a deputy sheriff came to the 
door and advised everyone ao :-t,ay in the grill. Mr. TUBBS 
stated as soon as the deputy sheriff left he and others 
went to the window and looked out. He said he recalls 
seeing JIMMY WALKER'S white Fair lane parked just south of the 
fire hydrant near the entrance of Jim's Grill. He said he 
recalls seeing STEVE CUPPLES ' car parked across the street 
and recalls seeing JOWERS ' white Cadillac parked just north 
of the fir^e hydrant mentioned above. 

Mr. TUBBS stated he does not recall specifically 
what car was parked in front of JCVTERS ' Cadillac, but does 
recall there was a car there. Mr. TUBBS stated he was 
not aware of any activity taking place in the immediate X 
area and was not aware of the reason that the deputy 
sheriff told them to stay there. He stated it was sometime 
later that an individual he believed to be with the Memphis 
Police Department asked them to all write their names and 'addresses 
on a sheet of paper. He said it was then they learned MARTIN 
LUTHER KING had been shot. He stated he did not know KING was 
in the area and he did not hear the shot because of the noise 
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. Mr ' HOARD advised he left work at 

at „ about 4 ^ 55 P-*« Ar-til 4 , 1968, and walked wUh 
KttfNY FOSTuR to FOSTER’S cat and then drove to a parking place 
a ^ OSS . tbe street fro??- Jim’s Grill which is located 
f° utb Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee. Ke stated that 
FOSTER drove a 1967 blue Camero car with black vinyl top. He 
f^ ed he and ^TER entered ‘Jim’s Grill at approximately 
5:00 p.m., and he and FOSTER ard others in the grill immediately 
began to play the pinball machine and shuffle board machine. 

Mr * HOARD stated t'hat when he walked toward Jim's 
Grill he recalls seeing a line, of white cars parked immediately 
in front of the grill. He said he would estimate there were four 
car f ?- T .‘ l: bat vicinity and recalls, seeing JIMMY WALKER’S 
car parked behind and just south of the fire hydrant near the 

Heal f°, recaUs seeing Mr. JOWERS ’ car, a white Cadillac, 
parked immediately m front of the grill. He said other than 
that he cannot recall seeing any specific cars in that area. 

• ,^ r * HOARD stated that after they had been playing 

these machines for a while, and he was not cognizant of the exact 
time, he recalls a deputy sheriff came to the door with a gun drawn 

and told everyone to stay in the grill. He stated sometime 

later he camfc back and told them to all write their names and 

Jvf ^ SSe f dC r* OI L a sh * et of P&per. Mr. HOARD stated that after 
the deputy sheriff came xn and after Mr. JOWERS locked the door 
he recalls going to the window and looking out. He said he 

ToS?ncs^ 0 n r ^?J 1 th& 4 the ° nly Cdrs b * ^Pacifically recalls were 
JOWERS Cadillac and WALKER'S Ford Fairlane. 

. . . HOARD stated be did not hear a shot or any noise 

similar to the noise of a shot at approximately 6?00 p. m., 
on April 4, 1968, but added there was a great deal of noise 

m the grill and, therefore, he could not hear the shot. He said 
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he does not know the narr.es cf any other individuals that 

g ni i 1 at that time other than several emolovees 
f rom =>-»«=„ ox taripxoyees 


•> HOARD stated he did not see any activity in 
the street, just prior to and i^iiately after the shot and 
does not recall seeing anyone naming or driving away from that 
immediate area. He said he cannot, furnish any information 
as to the identity of the individual who shot MARTIN LUTHER 
KING. 
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Date 4/15/68 




^ ^Mr^^JAMFS A. 


- '■ ”- 'VvV -Ljb 
MetT'pRlS , 


ennessee. 


Mr„ WALKER advised he left work about 5*5 p.m., on 
April 4, 1968, and drove his 1962 white Fairlane Ford to 
the area of Jam's Grill located at 418 South Main Street, 

Memphis. He stated he arrived at the area of Jim’s Grill at 
approximately 5f20 p.m,, and attempted to park in his usual 
parking place that is near the entrance to Jim’s Grill. He 
said when he pulled up he noticed JOWERS ’ Cadillac parked 
in the first parking space just north of the fire hydrant that 
is near the entrance of Jim's Grill. He said he usually parks 
m the next parking space, but found that it was occupied by 
a white Mustang. He said as a result he had to back up and park 
in the first space just south of the above-mentioned fire hydrant. 
He said that he noticed prior to parking that BARRY TUBBS' 

Lincoln Continental was parked in front of the Mustang and that 
a white Rambler was parked near the corner and in front of the 
Continental. 


Mr. WALKER stated he recalls that this was a 1966 
white Mustang hardtop. He said the interior of the car was 
dark possibly red or black. He said be did not see the license 
on the car, but looked at the windows to see if there were any 
stickers. He said he was particularly aware of stickers because 


said, however, there could have been an antenna that he did not 
notice. He said he did not look at the tires or the hubcaps 
and cannot furnish any other information concerning tires or 
stickers other than, as he recalls, the car appeared to be 
sligbtxy dirty or at least not recently washed. He stated 
he does not recall looking into the car, but is certain that 
he would have seen a sticker especially on the rear window 
if there had been any stickers on the window of this Mustang. 
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Concerning the Rambler that was parked in front of 
the Continental, he stated he believes this car belongs 
to an elderly white man whose name he does not know, but 
is very likely known by Mr. JOWERS, the owner and operator 
of Jim's Grill. 

Mr. WALKER stated that he was concentrating on 
playing the pinball machine and the shuffleboard and listening 
to the jukebox and, therefore, was not aware of any activity 
that was taking place in that immediate area. He said that 
sometime later a deputy sheriff came to the door and 

instructed everyone to Say in the grill. He said the customers 
in Jim s Grill instructed JOWERS to lock the door so that 
no one could come in. 

After the door was locked they went to the window 
and looked out and he said he does not recall seeing the 
Mustang there at that time. He said he is certain 
the Mustang was gone because he commented -that his car was 
without a ticket on it. He had parked very close to the fire 
hydrant and possibly too close to be legally parked. He 
is' certain there was another car parked behind him, but he 
does not recall make, modal or color of that car. Mr. WALKER 
stated he cannot ' furnish any additional information concerning 
the car or any activity that occurred in that area. 
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Mr, WILLIAM ZENIE ?>ILL> PEED , Room 6. Clarke Hotel, 
106 Vance Street, Memphis, advised he is employed as a sales- 
man for a photography firm and is currently working in the 
Memphis area. 

Mr. PEED stated that or. April 4, 1968, he and RAY 
HENDRICKS stopped at Jim’s Cnd l, 418 South Main Street, £>r 
something to eat. He said he was in Jim’s Grill for some- 
time and feels that he arrived there at approximately 4:30 
p.m., and believes that he left between 5? 15 p.m., and 5:30 
p.m. He said when he left he picked up his hat and he and RAY 
HENDRICKS paid their check and left Jim's Grill, He said that 
they left the entrance of Jim’s Grill and proceeded north 
on South Main Street for a few feet when RAY HENDRICKS 
remembered he left his jacket in Tim’s Grill. 

Mr. REED stated he waited in front of Jim's Grill 
while HENDRICKS went back for his jacket. He commented that 
while waiting he looked and saw a white Mustang was parked 
near the entrance of Jim's -Grill, Mr. REED stated he does 
not have a car and is in the market for a car and was considering 
buying a Mustang and, therefore, he looked this car over. 

He said he believed the ca~ was an off-white color, 
that it was not dirty, but was not exactly clean either. He 
said he believes this car had not been recently washed. 

He said he does not recall the color of the interior, but 
believes tlfat it was a dark color, Ha said he does not 
recall . seeing anything inside the car other than five cartons 
lying on the back seat. He described these cartons as being 
the size of ten package cigarette carton. He said these 
cartons were red and white in color, but does not remember 
any lettering on the cartons nor does he remember whether 
the white or the red was predominant. He said when he saw 
these cartons he felt that the owner of this car was probably 
a traveling salesman. 

Mr. REED stated he does not know whether or not, 
any stickers were in the window of this car and he did not look 
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at the license* He said he does not recall if this Mustang 
had whitewall tires and if it rad wheel covers* 

Mr.- REED stated that after HENDRICKS obtained his 
jacket from Jim's Grill they proceeded north on South Main 
and walked on the east side of South Main Street. He said 
when they arrived at the intersection of Vance and South 
Main he was about ready to walk off the curb when for some 
unknown reason he looked around to see if there were any 
cars coming* He said as he looked back he saw a white 
Mustang about ready to turn the corner and go east on Vance 
from South Main Street. He said he does not know if this is the 
same car he saw parked in front of Jim's Grill, but added it 
seemed to be the same car. He said he did not see who was 
in the car, but believes it was a white male with white 
shirt, but does not recall if this individual had a tie or hat 
on. He said he had the impression this person was not 
young, but was not old. He-* said he would have no way of 
estimating the age of this person. 

Mr. REED said the Mustang proceeded east down Vance 
Street and he has no idea where the car went after it turned the 
corner. .... 


Mr. REED stated that he went to his room and that 
he had been* in his room for quite some time, possibly as much 
as 15 minutes, when he heard numerous sirens in the immediate 
area going down toward Jim's Grill. He said he learned later 
that MARTIN LUTHER KING had been shot and that the sirens 
he heard were from officers going to that immediate area. 

Mr. REED advised he cannot furnish any additional 
information concerning any cars parked on the street or any 
people in that immediate area. 


6? 
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me w *r' R A y ALVIS HENRIK, Rooc 14, Clark's Hotel, 

i ^ elpl^ ed 1 ^ 6 ^ 'j e | ;!f5 iS 'J .^ '^'Strjujunwi PM tha V he 

Mr . F£ TOR ix stated be works 

™?L Si ? r ;^ irs of LMC£ ^athe- a ad is off the other six 
months of the yoer^ 

toco i. stated that c® ttte even lag of April 4. 

a? 68 +K b f a ®f_ B1LL REED, wh© resides fa Rpq© 4 of this hotel, 
e their dinner at Jim’s Grill, located at4I8 South Main 
Street, Memphis, Tennessee. 

s -an He sta r^ d the y 3eft the grill at approximately 

?L n '' aLld slogrl >’ talked to the Clark’s Hotel. He 

i ald ^S" WBlked ° fl tbe east sitJs of South Main Street. 

Mr. HEHDRlx_c©nj»eated that when they left Jim's Grill, 
be forgot his jacket and had to return for the jacket. 

He said he learned later that while he vas getting his 
jacket, BILL REED locked at a white Mustang that was parked 
a.rost ia front of Jim's Grill. Ke said he did not notice 
this Mustang or any other cars- parked ia front of Jim’s 
uriii. He stated, however, that when he and BILL REED 

n??f 0 n^« d thc interSfeCt i©® Of Vance and South Main Street, 
kill REED pulled him back to the curb because a car was 
turning the corner. He said thss car was a white Mustang 
^ and that after the car turned the corner, BILL REED 
commented to him that this ras the Mustang that was parked 

° f Ji ^ ,s Gr4 ^l 9 which be looked at while he, 
HENDRIX, was retrieving his jacket. 

Mr. HENDRIX stated he did not see who was in the 
car, but believes there was only one person. He said he 
could not describe him and would not be able to identify 
the driver of this car. 

&r. HENDRIX stated that as they were returning 
to their rooms or possibly were just entering their rooms , 
they heard sirens in the iisbiried.ta.te area and going south on 
South Mam Street. He said he learned later that the sirens 


On 4/17/6fi at Memphis , 


^4 -2M'G ! - 36 34 


-File ^ e :lP^s__J 4»1987 


This document contains- neither r^commenriai iohe nor rr>i 
your, agency; it and itc rnnJentft -nr* not to K*. 


-Date dictated 


4/23/68 


11 *“ lhe rroperty Of the FBI and is loaned to 


KE 44=1987 
2 


*>ere from police cars that were go lag to the scene of the 
murder of KART IS* WTFEF KIFC . Re ss fd as near as he can 
recall, he heard the sirens s 't r *. * 6:00 p.®. , or Just a 
'ew minutes after 6:00- p.m., or April 4, 1968. 

Kr. HEKDRDT stated that the Kustaag that turned 
^be corner and proceeded east on Vance Street, did not turn 
the corner very fast or make the tires squeal. Jie said he 
did not watch which, way the 3? us t .? Big turned or how far it 
traveled on Vssige Street. 

A ^ IX also s ta t •« d. *.>0 cannot furnish any 

* aforna t i on as to the cars p»f iced or traveling tn the 
immediate area of Jim's Grill at the tiws that he and BILL 
REED left. He also stated toe cannot furnish any infor- 
mation concerning individuals in the Immediate area of Jim's 
Grill at the time he left to return to his room. 
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4 4 _ Rec ;°r ds of St * Jose P h Hospital, Memphis, Tennessee, 
contain the following information concerning the admittance 

of d Ap^il t r n i968- DR ‘ KARTIK LUTHER Kim > JR - ° n the evening 

’’EMERGENCY ROOM S TJI-U.IAP-Y - Dr. Martin Luther King 

’’The following is an E-jr. urgency room Summary on 
Dr. Martin Luther King who was brought into the 
Emergency room by an ambulance stretcher at approximately 
6:15 p.m. on 4/4/68 immediately following an 
apparent gunshot wound of the right side of the 
face and neck. 

”At the time of the patient’s admission to the 
Emergency room Dr. Ted Calyon was in attendance in 
the Emergency room talking to the nurse about an 
out-patient who had just left the Emergency room. 

He went directly into Room #1, where the patient was, 
with Mrs. Steinkirch', Emergency room nurse and finding 
the patient totally unconcious flat on his back in the 
supine position with his head turned slightly to the 

Tk ere was a large gaping wound in the root 
ui ^ • nec ^ ° n the right side which was not actively 
bleeding at the time of his initial arrival. There was 
much blood on his clothes, neck and shoulder. His 
head* was partially covered with a towel over the area 
of the wound. 

’’Dr. Galyon immediately secured a stethoscope- 
detected a palpable heart beat and radial pulse and 
started a. cutdown over the left antecubifal vein which 
was done immediately for fluids. These were started 
while blood was ordered from the Laboratory for 
resuscitation. A second cutdown was* started in the 
ankle in the saphenous vein by Dr. John Reisser for 
blood which was infused under pressure. The surgical 
resident, Dr. Ruf us Brown came in at 6:18 p.m. and* 
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because of the massive defect in the wound and no 
respiration a tracheotomy was started. Dr. Barrasso 
came in at 6:22 p.m. and completed the tracheotomy 
and a cuffed endotracheal tube was inserted. Assisted 
respiration was then carried out on this patient. 
Following the re-establishment of an airway on this 
patient, the heart was again auscultated and very 
little tone could be heard. An EKG was immediately 
ordered by Dr. Galyon and Dr. Barrasso and the strip 
showed very poor to no function. Intracardiac 
Adrenalin was immediately injected and closed chest 
cardiac massage begun, 

"In the meantime, exploration of the neck was carried 
out by Drs . Barrasso and Galyon who found that the 
jugular vein on the right was severed. A large 
artery, which was felt to be probably subclavian, was 
shredded and sticking up into the wound with very 
little bleeding at this time. In addition, there was 
much bubbling and a portion of the right apex of the 
lung was bulging through the wound. 

"On further exploration a defect in the vertebral 
bodies of 07 to T2 was present with complete loss of 
spinal cord substance. Dr. Fred Gioia was then called 
"to confirm this, diagnosis and attempts to secure 
closure of the chest cavity by packing and clamping 
of the vessels was done. A right closed thoracotomy 
tube ias inserted in an attempt to drain the blood 
from the right chest and re-expand the lung. Immediately 
on insertion of the tube 1000 cc . of blood was obtained 
from the right chest cavity. At the time Dr. Gioia 
confirmed the diagnosis of loss of spinal cord 
substance. This patient's pupils were massively 
dilated with no reaction. 

"Dr. Joe Wilhite, a chest surgeon, was also called 
in attendance and consultation. Dr. Julian Fleming came 
to the Emergency room at our request and an EKG strip was 
done which showed no function. The cardiac massage * 
was continued with all resuscitative efforts being 
continued for approximately 50 minutes, during which 
time we had had no response of any kind of vital signs and 
patient was pronounced dead at 7:05 p.m. by Dr. Barrasso. 
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’’Post mortem X-rays of cervical area were done. 

"Final presumptive diagnosis: 

Gunshot wound, of right side of face and neck with 
compound fracture rt . mandible, severance of right 
jugular vein and probable severance right subclavian 
artery, defect right pleural apex with hemopneumothorax, 
defect in C7 - T2 vertebral bodies on right with 
loss of spinal cord substance.” 

These records are confidential and are available only 
by a subpoena duces tecum. -Should, it be necessary to utilize 
this information in Federal Court, the subpoena should be 
directed to J. LUTON, Assistant Administrator, St. Joseph 
Hospital, Memphis, Tennessee. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date April 19, 1968 


Dr, JERRY T. FRANCISCO, Shelby County Medical Examiner, 
Room 529, 858 Madison Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, furnished four 
copies each of five color photographs which show the upper torso 
Dr, MARTIN LUTJTER KING JR. Dr, FRANCISCO stated that he 
personally took these photographs on the night of April 4, 1968, 
during a postmortem examination of Dr. KING. The photographs 
are described as follows: 

Close-up showing entry wound on right 'side of victim’s 
face and neck. 

2) Showing right side of victim's head and neck and 
relative position of entry wound. 

3) Showing entry wound path. 

4) Showing missile after removal from victim. 

5) Showing victim Vs back and point at which missile came 
to rest. 


{ 
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Registration, State or Alabama, Montgomery, Alabama, made 
available docisments which reflect the following information^ 

made available the 1967 transfer 
registration IA -88354 whi ch nag J,s qued . Pgcggjb er 15, 1966 
to WXLUAK B» PAIS LET, Birmingham, 

Alabama, for a 1966 Ford tins tang, VXN 6T07CI90647. 


This registration was transferred August 30* 1967 
to ERIC S, GAIT, 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama# 
Tho transfer form bears signature of GALT* 

1968 license 1-3&993 was issued October 2, 1967 
to ERIC S. GALT, 2608 Highland Avenue, South, Birmingham, 
Alabama for a 1966 Ford Mustang, 2 door, VUi 6TQ7C290547* 

Tog receipt bears signature of registrant* 

. Photographs were made of the originals of. the above 
described documents* 

In event the originals of the above described 
documents are necessary in a court of law, a subpoena duces 
tecum should be directed to Mr* HARVEY EAELEN, Commissioner--, 
of Revenue, Department of Revenue, State of Alabama, 
Montgomery, . Alabama* 
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Driver’s license 


division, i^orort.^nt of rubric Safety, State of Alabsoa, 
f'intgompry, Alstoma, cods available document which reflected’ 


the f ollowing infarction t 


license 2 cAS9^7 »ss Issued to- ERIC ST/H70 GALT, 

250 S Highland /venue, South, Biraingtea, /-l&bafis, on 
September o, 19 o 7 » Ho Is described as a white male, born 
July 20 , 1931 , 5 * 11 % 173 lbs., blue eyes and broun hair. 

BSs application lists Ms occupation os "Merchant Karins * 
unemployed’** . 

Pile indicates that ho did not surrender an out 
of state license, and mz retired to t alee driving test* 

Be tools the driving test in a 1966 Kfcstass bearing 1967 
Alabama license 1 A-^G 35 *U 

His fils also iMiicates that a duplicate license 
$>as issued to bln on March 1 , 1968 and tecs sailed to Mia 
at above address* ^The duplicate license baa not been 
returned, and if it bed been returned It would be retained 
in the file. Tho application for duplicate licence «a 3 destroyed 
after duplicate license was mailed. 

Bo violations are recorded against this individual* 

fftotogrsphs uksto ssade of the original of the above 
described document. 

Inf 6 VOT 15 the original of the above described 
doowaont is accessory in a court of lets, a subpoena duces . 
tecira should bo directed to Major B/JIJHS/D 3/TES, Director 
of driver’s License Division, Department of Public Safety, 

State of Alabama, Montgomery, Alabama* 
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4 / 30/68 


Memphis Tennessee, advised that 
be and met Memphis City Engineer 

ARTHUR C. HOLBROOK, P. E., Tennessee License No. 5173, and 
a surveying crew at the Lorraine Motel on April 23, 1968, 
at 8:30 a.ra. Certain engineering measurements were 
subsequently taken. 

“ ‘v. , • " 

advised that an engineers 
transit was placed over the spot where Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR., was shot, the telescope being positioned 59 
inches above the balcony floor. This height was based on 
information contained in the autopsy report of Dr. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR., which indicated that the missile entered , 
his body at a point 59 inches above the right heel with 
the head 'positioned to correspond with the path of the 
missile. He stated that the point where Dr. KING was - 

standing when shot was indicated to them by Reverend JAMES .... 
BEVEL, a representative of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, who was staying at the Lorraine ' ■■■■&' 
Motel. 


From this position, two triangles were - 
established with a baseline common to the two triangles 
established and measured. Every effort was made to ensure 
accuracy. It was determined that the level distance from 
the second floor rear bathroom window sill of 422j South 
Main Street to the point where Dr. KING was standing yim 
the balcony of the Lorraine Motel was 206.36 feet and the 
in-line distance from the window sill to the point where 
Dr. KING Was standing was 207.02 feet. .The window §111 
at the- rear of 422^ South Main was determined to be 
16.63 feet higher than a point 59 Inches above the floor 
of the balcony of the Lorraine .Motel at the location 
Dr, KING was standing when he was shot. 'The downward 
angle of the direct in-line distance from the second floor 
window sill at the rear of 422^ South Main to a point 59 
inches above the balcony of the Lorraine Motel at the point 
where Dr. KING was standing was determined to be 4 degrees 
-3-6.. minutes 25 secQjads^ 
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